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Vorontsov to meet ex-Afghan king’ 

ROME (APl^A lop Soviet ullnu! iirri’.i'J in Ruim' Fiidjy tu meet with 
the funnel Wing >'f Afghanistan, n ho li* Iven Nu'ntutticd j\ pLivinc* j 
possible rule in a political settlement in In*. 1 mine land. Yuli \ oromVov. a 
firtl deputy foreign minister uhn series as ihe Soviet JiJifrj.widur It* 
Afghanistan. was scheduled to meet uuh the e\ king Saturday . .1 member 
ol the Soviet delegation told iqu triors ji Leonardo da Vinci airpiitl. 
Viiruniviv's vial In Home Caine .1 day after he met in Moscow will) (J S. 
Ambassador Jack Matlock I lie Soviet news agency TASS, reporting on 
the meeting. s.ijd during u [Imruugh talk, the *iJo discussed specific 
aspects uf creating appropriate conditions lur iormiug an Afghan 
gnvcmmellt oft a broad basis " Former Km*.- Moh.uniR.iti /aher Shah, 
toppled in i'hi alter a 4(*-\Caf feign, has ficeu talked about as playing 
s,inifi role in a transitional government when the Soviet l.nmit completes 
Us troop withdrawal troin Aiehanisiaii Hut the 74 -> ear -old evking has 
taco extremely cautions m Ins public siaiunienis In iiic p.isf . lie I i.is called 
for the convening ol .in assembly uf A I cb.m lenders in decide on a 
iransiliorul government. 
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Arafat: Pan Am crash ‘inhuman act 9 

ROME l AP| — Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat FriJav blamed terrorisLs for the crash of the Pan Am 
jetliner in Scotland, condemning it as an "inhuman criminal act" that 
undermines the peace process in the Middle East. At a news conference at 
the end of his one-day visit 10 Rome. Arafat made his first public 
comment on the crash of the Boeing 747 in Lockerbie. Scotland, that 
killed all 25K people aboard. "This is an inhuman criminal action which we 
Condemn," Arafat said. "It is against our peace mission. It is not against a 
state, it is directed against humanity as a whole. It is another proof that we 
should all fight against this type of terrorist act. We join other nations in 
an effon to stop this terrorism and criminal acts." Arafat sjid he was 
"very sad" because the Pan Am crash claimed the life of “one of my 
friends." referring to Bernt Carlsson. rhe U.N. official involved in 
negotiations fur independence of Namibia. "I send my heart-felt 
condolences to all ihe victims of this crime." Arafat said. Investigators 
suspect ihai the Pan Am plane may have been blown out of the sky by a 
bomb. 
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Iraq: No new measures on Turkey-Mosul road 

\SKAKA tR) — The Iraqi embassy in Ankara said Friday that traffic 
was normal on the highway from the T urkish border to Ihe oil cily or 
Mosul in northern Iraq. The embassy in a written statement to 
Reuters said: ‘‘Iraqi military authorities are only carrying out their 
security duties. Apart from this there has been no new change carried 
out.'' The statement followed a Reuters report from Ankara 
Dec. 19 which quoted foreign travellers as saying Iraq had built 
a chain Of fort -like army pus Is along the main ruad front the Turkish 
border to Mosul. 85 kilometre* to the south. 

Kenya resumes ties with Israel 

NAIROBI (R) — Kenya has reestablished diplomatic relations with 
Israel following the Palestine Liberation Organisation's (PLO) deci- 
sion to recognise the Zionist state, slate-run Voice of Kenya radio said 
Friday. Kenya, along with most other black African countries, broke 
off diplomatic relations with Israel after the 1973 war in line with a 
resolution of the Organisation of African Unity. Despite the lack of 
diplomatic relations, Kenya and Israel have developed close lies in the 
last few years. 

Sri Lanka to end state of emergency 

COLOMBO (R) — The Sri Lankan government said Friday it Mould 
end a live-year state uf emergency next tuunth as part of new efforts to 
bring peace to ihe.strive-lorn island. National Security Minister I.aiith 
AlhuiaOimudali made the announcement after the first cabinet 
meeting since last Monday's poll in which Prime Minister Ranasinghe 
Prcmadasa was elected president. Athuiathmudali tuld a news 
conference the government was doing Its best “to reach some peaceful 
adjustments'* to the Tamil separatist revolt in the north and left wing 
violence in the south. 
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Dali back in hospital 

KIGL'ERAS. Spain tR) — Spanish surrealist artist Salvador Dali, 84, 
was back in hospital Friday after suffering a small haemorrhage, 
doctors said. They said Dali, who spent two weeks in hospital last 
month with serious heart and breathing problems, was taken to 
hospital in his hometown of Figueras overnight after v limiting blood. 
He would undergo tests for two to three days, doctors said. 

Bomb threat on Air India Jumbo 

LONDON (R) — A bomb threat caused an Air India Boeing 747 
bound Tor New York to return tu London's Heathrow Airport Friday, 
an airline spokesman said. About 30 minutes after Ihe plane carrying 
250 people took ofT, Air India's New York office received an 
anonymous telephone message that a bomb was aboard. The warning 
was radioed to the captain of Air India Flight 109 who decided to 
return to London, the spokesman said. The Jumbo landed and taxied 
to an isolated area of the airport where passengers got out and the 
plane was searched. Earlier, one of the airport's terminals was 
evacuated for nearly an hour after the discovery of a suspect suitcase. 
A bomb disposal team later found it contained only clothes. 

Shevardnadze visits North Korea 

TOKYO (AP) — Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze has 
arrived in the North Korean capital of Pyongyang, hist leg or a 
three-nation tour that included visits tu Tokyo and Manila, the 
North’s Korean Central New* Agency tKCNA) reported Friday. 
North Korean Foreign Minister Kim Yong Nam and other tup 
government officials greeted Shevardnadze on his arrival Thursday 
night from Manila, the news agency said in a report monitored in 
Tokyo. KCNA said Shevardnadze was paying a “working visit” as an 
official state guest but provided no details on his agenda. Japanese 
government officials said he was scheduled to return to Moscow 
Saturday. Shevardnadze has said his visit to Pyongyang was intended 
to reaffirm traditional ties of friendship between the two communist 
nations. 

Sweden deports Palme case Kurd 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Sweden said Friday it would deport a Kurdish 
man formerly considered by detectives hunting Ihe killer of Prime 
Minister Olof Palme to be a vital source of information. The Foreign 
Ministry said the Kurd, who was nut named, was being extradited to 
West Germany, where authorities want to question him un a murder 
charge. H gave no uther details. The man. a former member of the 
Kurdish separatist movement PKK, was regarded as a key informant 
in the Palme murder investigation when Swedish police were 
convinced the PKK assassinated Palme in February 1986. Police 
suspected Palme was assassinated in revenge for a decision by his 
Social Democratic government to brand the PKK a terrorist organisa- 
tion. The PKK line of inquiry finally culfapscd owing to lack of 
evidence and 20 Kurds who had been detained were released. Police 
last week arrested a lone Swede, a former mental patient with a 
record of violent crime, on suspicion of shooting dead the Swedish 
premier 'in central Stockholm. 

Death hits Bangladesh peace efforts 

DHAKA CR) — A tribal leader who played a key role in efforts to end 
a 15-year revolt in southern Bangladesh died Friday after being shot 
by a suspected left-wing guerrilla. Officials said they feared the death 
of Shantimoy Dewan, 62, would jeopardise recent progress in efforts 
U> bring peace to the Chittagong hill tracts. Dewan was shot by a 
suspected “Shanti Bahini” 1 Peace Force) rebel in the hill tracts town 
of Rangmati Tuesday. He died in a military hospital in the southern 
port city of Chittagong, officials said. Dewan had acted as an 
intermediary between the government and guerrillas in the dense 
jungles of the hill tracts where 1,500 people have been killed since 
1973. 

Ibn Ali urges end to U.S.-Libya feud 

TUNIS (R) — The Tunisian president Friday urged the United Stales 
to settle its dispute with Libya peacefully over Washington’s allega- 
tions that Tripoli was producing chemical weapons, the official news 
agency TAP said. President Zine Al Abidine ibn Ali told U.S. 
Ambassador Robert Pelletreau he hoped Washington would take 
Libya’s denials about such a factory into consideration and that the 
dispute could be solved by peaceful means, it said. U.S. President 
Reagan said Wednesday that Washington was in contact with its allies 
about how to prevent Libya making poison gas. He did not rule a 
preemptive attack on a factory at Rabta, 60 kilometres from the 
Mediterranean coast (see page 2). 

Rabbani to meet Iran-based rebels 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Afghan rebel sources said Friday Burhannudin 
Rabbani, current chairman of the Pakistan-based Afghan guemUa 
alliance, left Friday for talks with rebels based in Iran. A guerrilla 
spokesman said Wednesday that a date and agenda for a second round 
of talks with the Soviet Union would be announced after Rabbani 
returned to Pakistan. The Iran-based guerrillas operate mainly in 
western Afghanistan, where much ortho popuhttmn betaapto the 
Shi’ile sect ofblam dominant in Iran. Members the more pmeitful 
seven-party alliance in Pakistan are mainly Sunni Muslims. 



King reviews anti-locust campaign 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein Thursday visited 
southern regions where he was briefed on prog-' 


ress of work (photo above) in efforts mounted to 
counter the threat of locusts (see story un page 3) 


Recorders offer little 
clue to Pan Am crash 


LOCKERBIE. Scotland (Agen- 
cies) — The cockpit voice recor- 
der from a crashed Pan Am Jum- 
bo jet which killing at least 275 
people ended with a faint, un- 
identified noise but showed no 
other signs of trouble, investiga- 
tors said Friday. 

Department of Transport ex- 
perts, analysing the Boeing 747"s 
two flight recorders at Farn- 
horough air base in southern En- 
gland completed the first play- 
back ol both cockpit and data 
recording recovered from the 
wreckage ofthe plane, a spokes- 
man said. 

The tapes confirmed that the 
crew had sent no distress signals 
before the plane fell out of the 
sky in a bail of fire Wednesday 
and crushed on this Scottish 
town. 

The spokesman said there was 
"nothing abnormal on either tape 
prior to the abrupt cessation of 
signals." 

"Preliminary run-backs of 
both... contain data which shows 


that the tapes ended abruptly 
with the aircraft cruising at 31 .non 

feet (V.StHI metres)," he said. 

But he said there was “a faint, 
unqualified noise," at the end of 
the cockpit tape which was being 
further analysed. 

There was no clue about the 
mysterious sound. 

Investigators said earlier there 
was no immediate evidence that a 
bomb caused the midair disin- 
tegration of the plane. 

In London, the U.S. embassy 
said in a statement the cause of 
the crash was still unknown. 

All 258 passengers and crew on 
the airliner were killed while 
wreckage and blazing fuel killed 
at least 17 people on the ground. 

Mick Charles of the Transport 
Department's air accident inves- 
tigation branch told a news con- 
ference: “We have no evidence 
whatsoever yet of sabotage." 

He also said the investigation 
continued and that sabotage had 
not been ruled out as a possible 
cause of the Wednesday night 


crash. Britain's worst air disaster. 

Charles said the large spread of 
debris — some parts of the plane 
were found kilometres from 
Lockerbie — was "not unusual" 
because the plane was at an alti- 
tude of about 9.51 K) metres and 
winds were at 115 knots. 

About 7U bodies found by 
search parties still lay outdoors 
and about SO were placed in a 
makeshift morgue in the town 
hall of Lockerbie, police said. 

The government Friday- 
ordered a security review at nil 
British airports, after commander 
George Churchili-Coleman, head 
of Scotland Yard's anti-terrorism 
squad, look charge of the London 
end of the investigation into 
suspicions a bomb was smuggled 
on the plane. 

West German police also were 
investigating. The flight origin- 
ated in Frankfurt. West Ger- 
many. on a Boeing 727. It stop- 
ped in London, where passengers 

(Continued on page 3) 


U.S. ‘looking forward’ to work 
with new Israeli government 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The United States said Friday it 
welcomed the formation of a new 
Israeli government and looked 
forward to working with Israel in 
the quest for peace. 

"The United States welcomes 
the establishment in Israel of a 
new government of national uni- 
ty,'* Slate Department spokes- 
woman Phyllis Oakley said at a 
news briefing. 

“The U.S. -Israeli relationship 
has been marked by frequent and 
close consultation and coopera- 
tion... we look forward to con- 
tinuing this consultative process 
with our Israeli friends to streng- 
then further the enduring ties 
between our two countries and to 
advance (he Middle East peace 
process,” she said. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir won the hacking of the 


Israeli parliament Thursday for 
his new government that he said 
would be dedicated to fighting 
the diplomatic gains of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

After a six-hour debate, parlia- 
ment gave a vote of confidence to 
Shamir, leader of the rightist 
Likud Parry. The vole was 84-19 
with three abstentions. 

Shamir, 73, and Labour Party 
leader Shimon Peres. o5. said 
they formed ihe coalition with a 
hope of entering peace talks with 
Arab states and Palestinians in 
the Israeli-occupied territories. 

Tire new 28-member cabinet, 
headed by Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir of Likud, is almost 
identical to the outgoing govern- 
ment and has adopted similar 
policy guidelines. 

It* uneasy balance is likely to 


mean continued stalemate on 
Middle East peace issues, as has 
been ihe case for the last four 
years. 

The major parties were forced 
into a coalition by the inconclu- 
sive Nov. I elections, which gave 
4ft parliament seats to Likud. 39 
10 Labour and the remaining 41 
to smaller parties. 

Likud and Labour also had 
formed a coalition after indeci- 
sive election results in 1984. 

"The developments in the in- 
ternational arena and challenges 
we are facing, require us to 
bridge our differences to over- 
come ihe obstacles and dangers 
we face," Shamir told the Knes- 
set, or parliament, in an hour- 
long speech. 

Shamir introduced his slate of 
(Continued on page 3) 


Reelected Benjedid 
set to push reforms 


ALGIERS (R) - Elected un- 
opposed 10 a third five-year term. 
President Chadli Benjedid is like- 
ly 10 follow a strong showing at 
the polls with a renewed push for 
political reform in one-parly 
Algeria, diplomats say. 

Benjedid, sole candidate of ihe 
ruling National Liberation Front 
(FLN ). was reelected president in 
a nationwide ballot Thursday 
with the support of 8 LI 7 percent 
of those who voted. 

Although the result was never 
really in question, the size of 
Benjcdid’s fresh mandate is seen 
as strong endorsement of a poli- 
tical liberalisation programme he 
initiated after riots convulsed the 
country last October. 

Announcing the result Friday, 
the Interior Ministry said just 
over 89 per cent of Algeria’s 12.7 
million registered voters turned 
out to give their verdict on Ben- 
jedid. 

First official figures showed 
IU.6 million backed the 59-year- 
old president, the ministry said. 
Some 766,247 people voted 
against him and u further 264,834 


spoiled their ballot papers. Under 
the constitution, the results have 
to be confirmed by the Justice 
Ministry. 

Diplomats said they expected 
Benjedid to follow his victory by 
calling fresh elections to regional 
and national assemblies and by 
drawing up more constitutional 
reforms which loosen a 26-year 
long monopoly on power the FLN 
has enjoyed since independence. 

Polling will take place under 
new rules that were put in place 
immediately after the October 
unrest and which allow non-party 
candidates to stand for election 
for the first time. 

Benjedid. who has ruled Alger- 
ia since 197y, has been opposed 
by conservative elements fearful 
of a dilution in the country's 
socialist principles and of a loss of 
privilege and status. 

Both the "yes” vote and turn- 
out were lower than early predic- 
tions and much lower than in 
January 1984 when Benjedid 
stood for a second term and was 
endorsed by 95.4 per cent of the 
electorate with a turnout put at 



Chadli Benjedid 

around 98 per cent. 

Political analysts said the lower 
figures were a product of a form 
of Algeria "glsisnosl" or openness 
that has swept the country since 
October’s anti-austerity riots in 
which at least 161 people were 
killed. 

"These figures have a ring au- 
thenticity about them. That will 
not be lost on Algerians." one 
North African political analyst 
said. 

“It (the vote) 1 does not really 
enhance his status but it certainly 
does not diminish it either. 1 
expect him to move quickly to 
build on the support,” said 
another diplomat. 


Pope calls for fair; 
just Mideast peace 

VATICAN CITY (Agencies) — Pope John 
Paul told Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat Friday that 
Israelis and Palestinians had an “Identical, 
fundamental right” to their own land but 
they must shun reprisals and extremism. 


In earlier meetings with Prime 
Minister Ciriuco 3e Mila and 
Other Italian officials Arafat, 
touring Europe to seek support 
for the newly -proclaimed Palesti- 
nian state, called for fresh Lhiited 
Nations initiatives to bring about 
an international Middle East 
peace conference. 

A Vatican statement said the 
Pope had agreed to the meeting 
because of Arafat's “constant de- 
sire f*»r peace and the rights of 
peoples." 

The Pope also wanted to "en- 
courage dialogue, the only way to 
seek an equal solution to the 
Middle East conflict, excluding 
every form of recourse to 
weapons and violence and above 
all. to terrorism and reprisals." it 
added. 

The Pope met Arafat and a 
four-member Palestinian delega- 
tion privately for 2U minutes. 

The Pope's first meeiing with 
Arafat in 1982 caused an uproar 
in the international Jewish com- 
munity. 

He told Arafat Friday he was 
profoundly convinced that both 
Israelis and Palestinians share 
"an identical fundamental right 
to their own homeland in which 
to live in freedom, dignity and 
security, in harmony with their 
neighbours." 

The statement included pas- 
sages which suggested the Pope 
believed Israel" should accept 
proposals for a Middle East peace 


conference and sees the PLO's 
recognition of Israel and renun- 
ciation of "terrorism" as positive 
steps. 

While giving the Pope a gift of 
a creche carved oifl of mother of 
pearl Arafat made a reference to 
the year-old uprising in the 
Israeli-occupied territories. 

"I bring you this creche even if 
1 know (hat Christmas will be 
difficult to celebrate in Beth- 
lehem this year," Arafat said. 

The Pope gave Arafat a book 
on the Vatican. 

Arafat earlier had talks with de 
Mita. Foreign Minister Guilio 
Andreotti and Deputy Prime 
Minister Gianni de Michelis. 

His trip to Rome was his first to 
a European community country 
since the Palestine National 
Council (PNC) proclaimed an in- 
depedent Palestinian state last 
month. 

"He (Arafat) again culled for 
initiatives, above all in the 
framework of the linked Na- 
tions, which can facilitate the 
resumption of the negotiating 
process and lead to the establish- 
ment of an international confer- 
ence on the Middle East." a 
statement from de Mita’s office 
said. 

Andreotti told reporters there 
had been no discussion during 
Arafat’s talks with Italian leaders 
of Wednesday's Pan Am airliner 
crash in Scotland. 

The PLO Executive Commit- 



Pupv John Paul II 

tee meet in Baghdad Satur- 
day to discuss forming a govern- 
ment -in-e\ilc. a PLO official said 
Friday. 

Azzam Al Ahmad said the 
committee would discuss forming 
organisational, administrative 
and constitutional bodies for the 
independent Palestinian state 
proclaimed in November, the 
ol.'icial Iraqi News Agency re- 
ported. 

‘The Central African nation, of 
Burundi and the Central African 
Republic said Friday that they 
had recognised the Palestinian 
state. 

Yugoslav government spokes- 
man Ivo Vajgl was quoted by 
Belgrade newspapers Friday as 
saving agreement to open a 
Palestinian embassy in Belgrade 
was reached in principle during 
Arafat's visit there this week. 

No date had been set for the 
embassy to open. The Palesti- 
nians are currently represented in 
Belgrade bv a PLO mission. 


Bethlehem flooded with Israeli 
troops on eve of Christmas 


BETHLEHEM, occupied West 
Bank (AP) — Hundreds of Israeli 
army troops moved into Beth- 
lehem Friday to guard against 
violence as pilgrims gather for 
Christmas celebrations. 

Holiday activities in this town 
of 35 .(XX) were to be reduced 
from previous years in sympathy 
with the year-long Palestinian up- 
rising in the occupied territories. 

Israeli troops took up positions 
on the roads into Bethlehem, in 
its central Manger Square and on 
roofs of the nearby market. The 
square is in from of the Church of 
the Nativity, which was built over 
the grotui where Jesus Christ was 
born. 

HefmeieJ soldiers manned 
roof-tup machine-gun posts, and 
dozens of military jeeps and 
trucks clogged the Manger 
Square parking lot. 

Army officials declined to say 
how many soldiers were sent to 
the area. 

The underground leadership of 
the uprising has called on resi- 
dents in the occupied territories 
10 strike Saturday in remembr- 
ance of the Palestinians killed in 


the revolt. Most have been shot 
to death in clashes with Israeli 
troops. 

The strike was expected to 
close ali shops and offices in the 
territories, including Bethlehem. 

But shops were open a full day 
Friday, instead of the limited 9 
a.m. to noon (1)700 GMT to 1000 
GMT) hours that have been kept 
through most of the uprising. 

Stores were crowded in Beth- 
lehem and in Arab Jerusalem, 
with some of the business from 
last-minute Christmas shoppers. 

There are an estimated 35.000 
Palestinian Christians in the West 
Bank and Gaza and about 
I00.0UU Arab Christians in Israel. 
Between 3,000 and 4.000 West- 
ern Christians also live in Jeru- 
salem and surrounding areas. 

Merchants in Bethlehem said 
business wasn't very' good. 

Khaled. 39, stood in his de- 
serted clothes shop, and com- 
plained: "As you can see. Beth- 
lehem is being reoccupied by the 
army. I see more soldiers than i 
saw in 19n7 when we were first 
occupied. Now can people shop? 
Thev are afraid to leave their 


homes.” 

He asked that his family name 
not be used for fear of reprisal. 

In the centre of Bethlehem, 
slogans painted un the wall by 
uprising supporters said “ Remain 
home on the 24th of December" 
and "Let's escalate the intifada.” 

Elsewhere in me occupied 
lands, three Palestinians were 
shot and injuted in clashes with 
soldiers, hospital officials said. 

A 14-year-old hoy was shot in 
following Friday prayers in the 
Shati refugee camp in Gaza City, 
a lo- year-old hoy was shot in the 
Nusseirat refugee camp in the 
Gaza Strip and a seven-year-old 
boy was shot in Nablus, they said. 

Troops shot and wounded lb 
Palestinians in scattered clashes 
in the occupied territories Thurs- 
day. doctors said. 

In the West Bank's largcsi city 
of Nablus, protests erupted after 
the army lifted a curfew early 
Thursday, ending six days of res- 
trictions. 

Six people were wounded in 
ihe ensuing dashes with troops, 
including a 42-year-old woman 
shot in the arm. 


SWAPO welcomes peace pact 


LUSAKA (Agencies) — The 
Namibian nationalist group 
SWAPO Friday welcomed an 
accord for the independence of 
the South 'African-ruled country 
but criticised proposed cuts in the 
size of a U.N. election monitor- 
ing group. 

SWAPO said in a statement 
telexed from its headquarters in 
Angola that the U.S.-brokered 
peace pact signed between Ango- 
la. Cuba and South Africa Thurs- 
day was a milestone in the strug- 
gle for Namibia's independence. 

Bu( the SWAPO (South West 
Africa People's Organisation) 
said calls for the reduction in the 
size of UNTAG, the U.N. milit- 
ary election supervisory team, 
would benefit South Africa which 
has ruled Namibia in defiance of 
the United Nations since World 
War II. 

"SWAPO is unhappy about the 
disquieting efforts by the United 
States and certain other perma- 
nent members of the Security 
Council to amend and weaken 
the U.N. plan for the independ- 
ence of Namibia," it said. 

The five U.N. security council 
members are seeking to slash the 


U.N. Namibian election monitor- 
ing force agreed in 1978 from 
7,5UU soldiers, 2.IHI0 civilians and 
36U policemen to only 3.00ft men 
for financial reasons. 

SWAPO said reducing L»N- 
TAG's military component would 
be an abdication of responsibility 
by the U.N. and would give 
South Africa a free hand to man- 
ipulate Namibia's decolonisation 
process in its own favour. 

Under the peace agreement 
signed in New York. Cuba will 
withdraw its estimated 5ft, 000 
troops from Angola in exchange 
for independence for Namibia 
and a South African military pull- 
out from the mineral-rich terri- 
tory. 

In Windhoek, Namibia, a 
police official said a counterin- 
surgency unit active in the war 
against SWAPO would be dis- 
banded as a goodwill gesture in 
the wake of South Africa's agree- 
ment to end its rule over 
Namibia. 

The unit, with a reputation for 
tough and sometimes controver- 
sial tactics, is known as Koevoet 
— an Afrikaans word for 
“crowbar.* 


Chief Inspector Kierie du Rand 
said the unit would be phased out 
gradually starting April I. the 
beginning of a seven-month tran- 
sition process leading to elections 
for a Namibian national 
assembly. 

South African Foreign Minister 
Pik Botha said Thursday South 
Africa would, not end its 
friendship with UNITA rebels 
fighting Angola's government, 
but will not violate the peace 
accord it has just signed. 

"I will be telling you a lie if I 
say to you (hat we can suddenly 
end our friendship with UN- 
ITA." he told reporters. 

"We will remain sympathetic 
towards that organisation. A 
friendship cannot be terminated 
in this manner,” he added, refer- 
ring to the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola, 
which is also supported by the 
United States. 

"But at the same time I have 
made it clear that any assistance 
rendered to LJNITA as from to- 
day contrary to the provisions to 
which we have agreed will be a 
violation of the agreement and 
we will not do it.” 
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SCC cements Gulf peace, urges 
international conference 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Leaders of the six-state 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) ended an annual 
summit Thursday pledging to consolidate the Iran- 
Iraq peace drive, safeguard free navigation in the 
Gulf and seek an international conference on the 
Palestinian question. 


They endorsed Saudi-spon- 

soretJ talks between the Soviet 
Union and Afghan rebels amid 
speculation that the Middle East 
oil giant was moving towards 
resuming diplomatic ties with 
Moscow after a 50-year break. 

The four-day summit was 
attended by King Fahd of Saudi 
Arabia, Sultan Qaboos Ibn Sa'id 
of Oman. Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah of Kuwait. 
Sheikh Khalifa Ibn Hamad Al 
Thani of Qatar. Sheikh Zayed Ibn 
Sultan Al Nahayan of the United 
Arab Emirates and Sheikh Isa 
Ibn Salman A I Khalifa of 
Bahrain. 

They underscored their resolve 
to beef up collective defence 
capabilities and gave economic 
integration plans a shot in the 
arm with the so-called “Manama 
Declaration" calling for speeded- 
up eFforts towards a Gulf com- 
mon market. 

“The council reiterates its re- 
solve to pursue efforts aimed at 
consolidating security and stability 
in the region in a way that would 


guarantee the right to free 
navigation in the international 
waters and sealanes." the summit 
stated in a closing communique 
read by GCC Secretary-General 
Abdullah Bishara of Kuwait. 

It said it backed efforts by 
United Nations Secretary-Gener- 
al Javier Perez de Cuellar to 
promote a peace treaty between 
Iran and Iraq to formally end 
their eight-year-old war. 

The summit appealed to the 
world to support the Arabs' quest 
for an international conference 
on the Palestinian question to 
pave the way for a lasting Arab- 
Israeli peace and an independent 
Palestinian state. 

It said that the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLOl 
should take part in the proposed 
conference to be held under U.N. 
auspices, with the participation of 
the permanent Security Council 
members. 

The summit expressed hopes 
that the U.S.-PLO dialogue will 
help bring about an international 
peace conference. 


The communique said the lead- 
ers “viewed with confidence the 
future action aimed at im- 
plementing the economic agree- 
ment gradually so that the Gulf 
common market be broadened 
and economic development be 
accelerated." 

Among new steps approved in 
that direction was one entitling 
GCC nationals to own shares in 
companies in any member 
country. 

The GCC leaders called for an 
Arab League foreign ministers' 
conference in a new push to end 
Lebanon's 13-year-old civil war. 

"In view of the constructive 
role that Egypt has been playing, 
the leaders of the (GCC) council 
support steps that will enable 
Egypt to shoulder its responsibili- 
ties in the Arab World." the 
communique said. 

That was as support for Egypt's 
reinstatement into the 32-mem- 
ber Arab League, nearly a de- 
cade after its membership was 
suspended to protest its 1979 
treaty with Israel. 

Some Arab states led by Syria 
have opposed Egypt's readmis- 
sion. even though most Arab 
states have restored relations 
with Cairo since an Arab summit 
last year gave the green light to 
allow Egypt back into the Arab 
fold. 

But Svrian President Hafez Al 


Assad Wednesday indicated that 

he may be ready to reconcile with 
Egypt following Saudi mediation. 
That would end a major split 
hindering Arab unity. 

The GCC leaders pledged to 
abide by oil production quotas 
agreed bv the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) last November under an 
overall ceiling of IS. 5 million 
barrels a day. The quotas take 
effect Jan- 1. 

The communique urged other 
OPEC member states to observe 
their quotas, calling on non- 
OPEC oil exporters to cooperate 
with the group to trim production 
and > boost sagging prices. 


Excerpts 


Following are excerpts from 
the final communique as issued 
Thursday in English by Bahraini 
information officials: 

The Supreme Council studied 
the security situation in the re- 
gion and developments of nego- 
tiations between Iran and Iraq to 
implement the U.N. Security 
Council Resolutions 598. . . 

The council expresses satisfac- 
tion over the positive develop- 
ments in the region represented 
in the ceasefire and the start of 
negotiations connected with Re- 
solution 598 and appreciates the 
(U.N.) secretary general's 



efforts. 

The council affirms the con- 
tinuation of work with the inter- 
national community, mainly the 
permanent member states of the 
U.N. Security 'Council, to fully 
implement the resolution. 

(It) renews ihe determination 
to work in order to maintain 
security and stability in the re- 
gion. to ensure the right of free 
navigation in international waters 
and sea lanes in harmony with the 
principles of international law 
and the U.N. charter, and on the 
bases of good neighhouiliness, 
non-interference in domestic 
affairs, mutual respect and peace- 
ful co-existence taken from the 
religious and heritage tics linking 
the region's states. 

... Praising the heroic struggle 
of the Palestinian people in 
(Israeli )-oceupied lands, the 
council affirms the support of the 
member states for this uprising 
with all available potential until 
the uprising’s goals arc achieved, 
and praised the decisions of the 
Palestine National Council in its 
emergency session in Algiers and 
the declaration of an independent 
Palestinian stare. 

The council supports the estab- 
lishment of this state and express- 
ed appreciation for the states that 
recognised it. urging the rest of 
the states to recognise the Palesti- 
nian state. 


Arab League warns U.S. against 
Libya attack over chemical charges 


TUNIS (Agencies) — The Arab 
League has voiced concern over 
recent U.S. allegations that Libya 
has ' built a chemical weapons 
plant and warned that a U.S. 
preemptive strike would be a 
mistake and an aggression. 

The Arab League was respond- 
ing to remarks by President 
Ronald Reagan, who indicated in 
a- U.S. television interview that 
the United States and its allies 
might consider an attack on a 
factory at Rabta. 60 kilometres 
from the Mediterranean coast. 

“The secretariat (of the Arab 
League) warns against any temp- 
tation for the United States to fall 
again into the mistake already 
committed, in April 1986." a 
league statement released in 
Tunis Thursday said. 

On that occasion. U.S war- 
planes bombed buildings in Tri- 
poli and Benghazi, including the 
home of Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi. supposedly in retalia- 
tion for a bombing in West 
Berlin. 

The Arab League noted that 
Libya had already denied posses- 
sing any chemical weapons. 
Israel's nuclear weapons were a 
far greater threat to life and the. 
environment, it added. 

Qadhafi again denied the U.S. 


charges Thursday. . 

He said the plant alleged to be 
producing poison gas was turning 
out medicine and he warned 
Washington he was prepared to 
defend it against any U.S. attack. 

Qadhafi, in an interview with 
French Television, said: 

“First of all it's not a chemical 
weapons factory but a factory for 
medicines. These accusations are 
the fruit of terrorism by the 
Americans. Every lime a country 
makes an advance in its industrial 
development they try to put on 
the pressure to stop it.” 

But he added that Libya was 
“putting a defensive system 
around the plant, and appealing 
to our allies in anticipation of any 
American aggression." 

“If this aggression takes place, 
it will be against a civilian target 
and we will have to retaliate, and 
the whole world will know about 
it," Qadhafi added. 

The Libyan news agency 
JANA reported Thursday that 
doctors, pharmacists, and nurses 
were preparing to stage a sit-in at 
the factory. 

JANA quoted medical sources 
as saying: “This noble and civil- 
ised achievement will only be 
destroyed over our bodies." 

Clovis Maksoud, the Arab 


League's representative in 
Washington, said it was “not 
true" that Libya was producing 
chemical weapons. 

"This atmosphere of creating a 
focus on Libya as a scapegoat 
may be an attempt, directly or 
indirectly, by the Israelis to shift 
from the central challenge of the 
peace offensive that the PLO 
(Palestine Liberation .Organisa- 
tion ) and the Arabs are undertak- 
ing.” Maksoud told reporters- 

He said the U.S. accusation 
"might give a prior pretext for 
those who want to strike at an 
Arab country in order to prevent 
the maturing of the moderating 
developments that are taking 
place in the Arab world as a 
result primarily of the Arab-PLO 
dialogue." 

Reagan, in an interview broad- 
cast Thursday evening on the 
ABC television network, said 
military action against the Libyan 
site has been discussed by the 
United States and its allies, but 
“that's a decision that has not 
been made yet." 

White House spokesman Mar- 
lin Fitzwater. asked about the 
president's remark, said, “the 
president was quite dear that 
military action is an option. 
We're not ruling it out." 


Most Israelis favour PLO talks 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Most 
Israelis support peace negotia- 
tions with the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) despite 
their new "unitv" government’s 
pledge not to talk to the group, 
according to an opinion poll pub- 
lished Friday. 

The poll by the Dahaf institute 
published in Yedioth Ahronoth. 
Israel's biggest-selling newspap- 
er. said 54 per cent of Israelis 
wanted their government to talk 
to the PLO it* it lived up to its 
commitment to halt “terrorism." 

They were asked: "Oh the 
basis of (PLO Chairman Yasser) 
Arafat's declarations in Geneva, 
and on condition he fulfills his 
promise to stop ‘terrorism.' are 
you in favour or against negotia- 
tions with the PLO?" 

Fifty-four per cent of Israeli 
Jews questioned said they sup- 
ported talks. 44 per cent said they- 
were opposed and two per cent 
said they had no opinion. 

The poll did not sample Israel’s 
650,000 Arab citizens. 

Pollsters told the newspaper 
the results indicated a significant 
increae in the number of Israelis 


willing to talk to the PLO. 

Israel's new “national unity" 
government formed Thursday 
vowed to crush the year-olcl 
Palestinian uprising in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
and to refuse talks with the PLO 
despite international pressure. 

The United States opened talks 
with the PLO earlier this month 
after Arafat recognised Israel's 
right to exist, renounced “terror- 
ism" and accepted U.N. resolu- 
tions on the Arab-Israeli conflict. 


Soviet call on Israel 


Israel should use (he example 
of its recent closer dealing with 
the Soviet Union to adopt a more 
constructive approach to Middle 
East peace negotiations, a senior 
Soviet official said Thursday. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Vla- 
dimir Petrovsky praised an Israeli 
decision to return to the Soviet 
Union four men who hijacked a 
plane to Israel this month as well 
its dispatch of relief workers to 
help earthquake victims in 
Armenia. 


“The Israeli leadership should 
adopt a sensible approach to the 
Middle East question." Petrov- 
sky told a news conference. "We 
witnessed such a sensible 
approach with the hijack and 
Israel's response to the Armenian 
earthquake. I cannot see why the 
same kind of approach could not 
be applied to the Middle East." 

Petrovsky said conditions for 
Middle East peace had greatly 
improved following Arafat's 
address this month to the U.N. 
General Asscrnblv in Geneva and 
the U.S.-PLO talks. 

"Israel remains the only obsta- 
cle." he said. “It should listen to 
world opinion as expressed in 
Geneva." 


The Soviet Union broke off 
diplomatic relations with Israel 
during the 1967 war. but ties 
between the two countries have 
warmed considerably in recent 
months. 

Each has had a consular de- 
legation in the other country 
since last summer, nominally to 
deal with administrative prob- 
lems. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Vincennes offer still unfulfilled 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Almost six months after the USS 
Vincennes shot down an Iran Air jet. the United States has not 
fulfilled a offer to compensate the families of the 290 people who 
died aboard the plane. Slate Department officials said Thursday. 
President Ronald Reagan offered to compensate the relatives of 
the Iran Air victims, but U.S. officials have rejected any scheme 
under which the money would be handed over to the Iranian 
government, which in turn is insisting that it handle the payments. 
“Our intention remains to make payments to the relatives without 
any money going into the hands of the government of Iran.” said 
Ben Justesen. a State Department spokesman. “Once we have 
identified who should receive compensation, and in what amount, 
the administration will work in cooperation with Congress to 
determine whether existing statutory authority exists to make 
such compensation or whether specific authorisation is needed.” 
he said, reading a statement. 


Condition of Lahd better 


HAIFA (R) — The condition of wounded Lebanese militia leader 
General Antoine Lahd has improved and a doctor at the hospital 
where he is being treated said on Thursday he should be released 
soon. “General Lahd is walking, talking, sitting and eating and we 
hope he will be discharged soon but cannot give a dale.” said Dr. 
Zvi Ben-Ishai. deputy director of Haifa's Rambah hospital. Lahd. 
61. commander of the pro-Israeli South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
militia which operates just beyond Israel's northern border, was 
shot and wounded in an assassination attempt at his home in 
Marjavoun. South Lebanon. Nov. 7. SLA officers said the 
would-be assassin arrested on the spot was Suha Bishara. a young 
woman who was a secret member of the Lebanese Communist 
Partv and had eained the confidence of Luhd’s familv. 


Libya and Somalia sign treaty 


BEIRUT l R) — Libya and Somalia have signed an economic and 
cultural treaty after talks in Tripoli between Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi and Somali President Mohammed Siad Barre. 
The official Libyan news agency JANA said Thursday the treaty 
was announced in a joint communique issued at the end of the 
talks. Siad Barre arrived in Libya Sunday and left on Wednesday. 
The agency said the two countries signed “a general treaty for 
economic, social and cultural cooperation aimed at enhancing 
cooperation." JANA quoted the communique as saying the two 
countries supported an independent Palestinian state as well as 
the Palestinian uprising. The statement vowed support for the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) and “its struggle for 
liberation to establish the Palestinian slate over all the land of 
Palestine." 


Frenchman implicated in ship attack 


PIRAEUS (AP) — A Frenchman killed in an attack on the City of 
Porns cruise liner last July has been implicated in the gun and 
grenade assault that left nine people dead and 98 injured, sources 
said Friday. The accusation against Laurent Vigneron. 23. is 
contained in the results of an investigation into the July II attack 
on the City of Poros. sources at the district attorney’s office said. 
The bulky report, drafted by port authority officials, was handed to 
a district attorney Thursday. According to the sources that 
requested anonymity, the report states that Vigneron was one of 
two people identified by eyewitnesses as firing a weapon on the 
ship's sun deck os it steamed towards a suburban Athens marina 
after a day-trip through the Saronic Gulf islands. The report does 
not include any other evidence linking Vigneron to the attack, they 
added. A second man that took part in the attack against the ship's 
471 passengers was identified as Mohammad Zozad. 21. According 
to the report. Zozad. a Lebanese national, was killed in an 
explosion aboard the ship, the sources said. 


Israeli soldiers patrol Manger Square in Bethlehem in front of ihe Church of the Nativily ; .. 


Palestinian Christmas: Sad, 
little town of Bethlehem 


By G.G. La belle 
The Associated Press 


BETHLEHEM, occupied West Bank — A small 
Christmas tree sits in Georgette Shatura's living 
room, but she says there will be no pur key dinner 
this year, yet alone the whole roast sheep that 
marked holidays past. 

“You see the tree?" she asked. "I did it for my 
youngest. He begged and begged." 

But Shatura had to tell eight-year-old Khadcr. 
who sat nearby in neat clothes but torn tennis 
shoes, that Santa Claus will not make n visit this 
year to the family's one-story stone house on a 
hillside in the town where the Bible relates that 
Christ was born. 

After a year of the Palestinian uprising, many 
Christian families like the Shatarns do not have 
the money or the spirit fora traditional Christmas 
celebration. 

The shortened daily working hours and weekly 
general strikes have hit the economy hard. 
Violence has taken the lives of more than 340 
Palestinians and wounded thousands of others. 
More than 20,000 have been jailed since the 
uprising started lasr December. 

Leaders of the uprising also have declared a 
general strike for Christmas Eve. when Palesti- 
nian Christians used to crowd into Manger 
Square with thousands of tourists to watch the 
parade that led religious leaders to the Church of 
Nativity. 

About 35.000 Palestinian Christians live in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. Most are concen- 
trated in Bethlehem, nearby Beit Jalah and Beit 
Sahur.,.and.RamalIah north of Jerusalem. 

The Shataras. Roman Catholics, used to cele- 
brate Christmas by going to midnight mass, then 
having a Christmas dinner with as many as 50 
relatives. The traditional menu included turkey, 
a roasted sheep, stuffed zucchini and sweets. 

This year, dinner will be for just Mrs. Shaiara, 
her husband. Issa, and their six children. It will 
he "nothing special." she said. 

The 38-year-old Mrs. Shatara says the reason 
for a quiet Christmas is obvious: “Lots have been 
killed, many others arrested. There’s no work, no 
money. There’s no reason for Christmas." 


Mrs. Shatara says her husband. 48, is a waiter- 
in a restaurant in Arab Jerusalem and brings 
home only about 1(! shcKels (S6) a day since there 
are few diners and few tips. 

Her oldest son. Joseph. 19. quit high school to 
try to supplement the family income, bur has 
found no steady work. 

“For the first *.ime. there's no .money for 
clothes for the children, for toys." she said. 

The intifada. Arabic for uprising, was also 
brought home to the rainily 10 days ago when a 
14-vcar-old cousin got caught up in a stoning 
incident. and was arrested by Israeli soldiers. Mrs. 
Shatara said he wav held three days and com- 
plained he was beaten. 

She said the family would not go to midnight 
mass both because of the general strike and a lack 
of spirit. 

“There’s no joy in our house.” she said. 

Others disagree w ith plans to drop Christmas 
rituals. Robert Elian, another Bethlehem resi- 
dent. complained that Christians were becoming 
a beleaguered minority in the biblical city and 
should celebrate to assert their presence. -- 

"All year, we’ve had days of sorrow. We need 
a dav to smile." he said when Bethlehem's 


Palestinian officials announced last month that a 
traditional Christmas parade would be cancelled 
and the town Christmas tree would be without 1 
lights. 

~ Israeli authorities are going ahead with plans to 
hold the usual ceremony on Christmas Eve in 
which the military administrators of the West 
Bank greet church leaders in Manger Square,, 
near the grotto where Christ, was bom. . — 
Israel also plans a Christmas Eve concert in. 
Manger Square, featuring choirs from Spah£ 
Switzerland and a U.S. ensemble. ' 

’ Mrs. Shataras 14-year-old daughter. Rania. 
said her biggest disappointment this Christmas is 
that she and her classmates at St. Joseph's School, 
will not go caroling door-to-door as usual. 
“Everyone will miss it." she said. 

Asked her wish for Christmas. Mrs. Shatara 
replied with the salaam. 

"I hope that on this birthday of the prince of 
peace there will be peace for ail of us." she said. 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran’s Foreign 
Ministry charged Friday that a 
claim by a supposedly pro-Iranian 
group io have bombed the Pan 
Am Jumbo jet that crashed in 
Scotland w-as "a crude propagan- 
da ploy" designed to discredifthe 
Islamic republic. 

The official Islamic Republic 
News AgCncv (IRNA) quoted an 
unidentified ministry spokesman 
as saying in Tehran: “The scheme 
seems to be deliberately designed 
by foreign enemies of Iran for 
specific purposes." 

The spokesman "categorically 
denied" any involvement by 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards lit 
Wednesday’s air disaster which 
killed at 258 people aboard the 
New York-bound Boeing 747 
when it crashed into the Scottish 
village of Lockerbie. Another 22 
people were killed on the ground. 

Iranian Prime Minister Hussein 
Musavi Thursday denied any 
Tehran involvement in the crash. 

A man purporting to speak for 
the “Guardians of the Islamic 
Revolution" claimed in tele- 


phone calls to the Associated 
Press and other news organisa- 
tions in London Thursday that 
the group planted a bomb aboard 
the Pan Am jet to avenge an 
Iranian airliner shot down over 
the Gulf July 3 by the LLS. 
missile cruiser Vincennes, killed 
all 290 people aboard. 

The Americans said the Iran 
Air plane was mistaken for an 
attacking Iranian F-14 fighter 
during a dash between thcVin- 
eennes and Iranian gunboats. The 
downing triggered j clamour of 
Iranian calls for retaliation 
against U.S. targets. 

IRNA quoted the Foreign 
Ministry spokesman as saying: 
“The anonymous calls to involve 
the Islamic republic in the air 
crash is simply a crude propagan- 
da ploy by certain foreign media 
to manipulate world public opin- 
ion against Iran." He did not 
elaborate. 

The only other attack claimed 
by the so-called Guardians was in 
London last year. A leading Ira- 
nian dissident opposed to the 
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Grapefruit 

Lemon ’’’’’ 

Marrow (large) 
Marrow (small) 

Orange (French) 

Orange (^hanttnouti) 

Orange (local) 

Onion (dry) 

Pepper (hot) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 
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240/200. 


Dppcrlower price in hi- per 


Spinach 

Mandarin 

Tomatoes 
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Iran charges Pan Am bomb 
‘crude propaganda ploy 9 


fundamentalist regime of Ayatol- 
lah Ruhollah Khomeini was 
wounded in a carbombing in the 
British capital. - . 

Nothing is known of the group!' 

But Iran is known to have 
underground cells across Europer 
Asia and the Middle East who 
have been active in the last two. 
years assassinating defectors and 
dissidents and carrying out bomb- 
ings. 

However, Iran's collapse in the 
war against Iraq last summer af- 
ter n string of battlefield defeats 
has spurred a new moderate poli- 
cy by pragmatic leaders such as 
Parliament Speaker Hashetni 
Rafsunjani. 

He has sought to improye. 
Tchran's relations with the West 
to end his country's political 
isolation and stressed that Iran no 
longer seeks to export its fiery 
revolution. 

But this has intensified rivalries 
with hardline radicals, who be- 
lieve that spreading Khomeini’s 
fundamentalism is' part of the 
revolution's "holy war.” 
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Seminar on development of badia region ends in Azraq 


King Hussein: No aspirations. 


objectives should be abandoned 


N JH 




AZRAQ (Petra, J.T.) — A two-day seminar on the 
development of the badia (desert regions) of Jordan 
ended in Azraq Thursday, and the recommendations 
passed at the final session covered water, irrigation, 
agriculture, social services, mineral resources and 
the infrastructure in the badia region which forms 
more than 70 per cent of the total area of Jordan. 




Her Majesty Queen Noor Thursday inspects a model of the A! A mat Home project. ALso present 
is Princess Alia Al Faisal (Petra photo) 
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Queen Noor lays foundation 
stone for Al Amal Home 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty Queen Sour 
Thursday laid the foundation stone for the Al 
Amal Home, a centre for the multi-disabled and 
was briefed on the different aspects of the 
project. 

At the outset » if the ceremony. General Union 
of Voluntary Societies (GUVS) President Abdul- 
lah Al Khatih delivered a speech in which he said 
the centre, to he built at Yajouz. was ex peeled to 
accommodate 15** handicapped children aged 
between six and III years. 

The centre, to be ser up on an eight dunum 
land, will provide rehabilitanon service, educa- 
tion and physiotherapy services to the handicap- 
ped children on a permanent basis. Khaiib said. 

To be accepted for treatment and rehabilita- 
tion. residents should be proved by examination 
tube menially handicapped and suffer from one 
or more handicaps, while the eentre will be 
supplied with equipment to help provide the 
essential services at a nominal cost. Khaiib 
noted. 


Multi-disabled children .ire currently being 
taken care of at a GUVS temporary centre 
located at Tlaa Al Ali district. 

GUVS, which is sponsoring the protect, is now 
supervising the work of .It) Uieal voluntary and 
charitable societies which help provide rehabilita- 
tion services to handicapped children. Khaiib 
said m his speech. 

He said these societies complement the work 
of the Ministry of Social Development in earing 
for the less fortunate children in the Jordanian 
society. 

Other speeches were delivered by relatives of 
handicapped children and the head of Zarua’.s 
GUVS branch. 

Later, the Queen accompanied by Princess 
Alia Al Faisal and the minister of social develop- 
ment toured the site, inspected a model of the 
project and was briefed on the different stages of 
the project. 

The total cost of the project is estimated at JD 
45n,UU0. 


His Majesty King Hussein 
attended pan of the final session 
which was held under the chair- 
manship of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
attended by Minister ol Planning 
Taher Kanaan. along with digni- 
taries from fhe badia region and 
senior officials. 

King Hussein paid tribute to 
the teams involved in planning 
and implementing plans for the 
development ol the semi-desert 
areas of the country and de- 
scribed the meeting as one more 
station in the lone inarch towards 


LawzI receives university students 
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AMMAN (Petra) — A group of 
distinguished students from the 
University of Jordan Thursday 
had a meeting with speaker of the 
Upper House of Parliament 
Ahmad Al Lawzi and reviewed 
with him parliamentary life in 
Jordan and were briefed on the 
different activities of the house 


and the law making process in 
parliament. 


Jordanian people. 


Lawzi spoke in detail about 
democratic and parliamentary life 
in Jordan over the years and the 
laws and legislations passed in 
parliament that helped to achieve 
progress and prosperity fur the 


Lawzi also spoke about Jor- 
dan's close links with the Palesti- 
nian problem and the Palestinian 
people, and the recent favourable 
developments that can help rees- 
tablish justice and peace in the 
Middle East. 


Khayyat returns from Cairo meetings 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Abdul 
Aziz A I Khayyat has returned to 
Amman from Cairo where he 
took part in an international 


seminar on demographic studies. 
The seminar tackled the world's 
population growth, birth control 
and questions related to birth and 
mortality rates around the world. 


he pnruc 
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NATIONAL NEW5 IN BRIEF 


according to the minister. 
Khayyat said he also took part in 
a meeting of the board of direc- 
tors of the International Islamic 
Centre on Population, organised 
by the Al Azhar University of 
Cairo. 


progress. 

The King referred to the 
n m men in > challenges and difficul- 
ties overcome by (he Jordanian 
people over the years, and the 
many achic\ cmciils realised 
through their dedication and hard 
as well as serious endeavours, 
and s.iid that more efforts are still 
to be exerted because no aspira- 
tions and objectives should be 
abandoned. 

King Hussein referred to Mie 
meeting as a true manifestation of 
democracy where the people and 
government can meet and openly 
and frankly discuss matters «»t 
real interest for the country’s 
development as well as serve 
national interest. 

The King voiced apprecia- 
tion to Prince I lassan and to all 
who contributed towards organis- 
ing the seminar which, he said, 
aimed to develop a dear part of 
Jordan and help exploit latent 
potentials in the desert areas of 
the country. 

Addressing the session later, 
the minister of planning reviewed 
the government's plans for the 
development of the badia region 
which, he said, forms 77 per cent 
of the total area of the country , 
containing 123 population settle- 
ments mostly bedouin tribes, and 
abound with natural resources, 
underground and surface water 
areas still awaiting to be tapped. 

Kanaan said that the badia 
region of Jordan is rich with 
cement, oil. oil shale, natural gas 
phosphates, and offers a good 
chance to be developed and serve 
as pasture land where farming 
can flourish and where infrastruc- 
ture projects and essential ser- 


Human resources 


especially in the sectors of agri- 
culture and mineral resources. 


The seminar urged the Ministry 
of Education to give further 
attention to the hadia region 
through providing more qualified 
teachers, increasing scholarships 
for badia children who would be 
employed to serve, their commun- 
ity after graduation and through 
vocational training programmes. 

The seminar urged the con- 
cerned authorities "to allow the 
youth who are required to do 
national service, to help in im- 
plementing projects for greening 
the desert's* part of their service 
and build a green hell that can 
end the encroachment of deserr 
lands on arable regions. 


jgW DAKHQAN MEETS U.K. ENVOY: Water and irrigation Minister 
^ “ Ahmad Dakhqan Thursday discussed with the British Ambassador in 
Amman cooperation and coordination in watci projects. (Petra) 
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KATHRABA ELECTIONS: Minister of Municipal and Kura! 
Affairs and Environment Marwan Al Hmoud Friday announced that 
the Kathraba Municipal Council unanimously won ihe elections. He 
also announced -the nominations of Abdul Salam Rashid Al Qaraleh 
as mayor to the prime ministry. (Petra) 


.if tin'?' 
mn ■ |1 ^ 
-rn» Eii' 1 ’ 
lie [■*>'> * 

: the N ' 
ieied**'- 
iijj <>uf 


MEETING TO DISCUSS LOCUSTS: Agriculture Minister 
Yousef Hamdan Al Jabr will meet with directors of agriculture 
departments. Saturday to brief them on the latest measures the 
ministry has undertaken to combat desert locusts. (Petra) 


THEATRE SEASON ENDS: The theatre season was concluded at 
the Royal Cultural Cenue Thursday. The Culture and National 
Heritage Ministry Secretary General. Dr. Hani Al A mad. said four 
plays were presented in December. The ministry intends to hold the 
poem and poetry season, the book season, and the plastic art season 
which Her -Majesty Queen Noor will open Wednesday. Amad said. 
These seasons arc designed to reactivate the cultural movement, he 
added. (Petra) 
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CULTURAL WEEK IN OMAN: Jordan's Ambassador to Oman 
Samir Al Hmoud Thursday discussed with Omani Minister of 
National. Heritage and Culture Faisal Ibn Ali Al Said means to 
bolster cultural relations. They also discussed the possibility of 
holding a Jordanian cultural week next year coinciding w ith Oman's 
National Day celebrations. The Omani minister welcomed the idea 
and recalled the successful Omani week that was held in Jordan in 
1985. (Petra) 


ART EXHIBITION OPENS: Under the patronage of Chairman 
and Chief Executive Officer of Royal Jordanian Ali Ghandour. a 
two-week exhibition of paintings by Jordanian artist Farouk Lamba 2 
was opened Thursday at the Alia An Gallery. The exhibition 
includes 39 works depicring desert life and natural scenes from 
Jordan. (Pcrra) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulk tins and 
the dnilv Arabic press. Readers are advised to icrtfy the listed 
time atid place with the concerned institutions. 


EXHIBITIONS 


* An an exhibition by Friends or Plastic An in Gulf countries at 

(he National Gallery. . . . 

* The youth’s art exhibition which displays 101 pamt.ngs showmg 
/the different asoecls («f social life in Jordan at the Spanish 


■ * . 

■K} 

inII 1 I s 


/the different aspects t«r social me m — 

' Cultural Centre. . , 

4 An exhibition of works by Contemporary Arab Annas at Al 

Waslli Art Gallery. , . . 

* An exhibition of paintings by Jordanian artist Farouk Lambaz 

at Alia Art Gallery — 5:30 p.m. 


LECTURE 


Rawabdeh receives Birmingham City shield 


<r A tec ture bv Dr. Mohammad Abu Han»-sh on contemporary 
swiety problems at Abdo: ::--d Shaman Fonm. 

athm — 6:00 p.m. 


Greater Amman Mayor Abdul Ru'ouf Al Rawab- 
deh Thursday received the shield of the English 
city of Birmingham during a meeting •» the 
I municipality with a team representing the city’s 


boxing club. Rawabdeh briefed the team on Ihe 
capital's development and programmes for expan- 
sion. He also presented the visitors with Amman’s 
shield. 




•v 


"S Zi 

Alb. 


viccv such ;is electricity, health 
and education can be carried out. 

The minister pointed out that 
the desert areas extended over 
vast areas, interlinking with the 
desert areas of neighbouring 
Arab countries "that can and 
should he utilised hi Arab states 
llioMigli collective programmes 
and joint ef torts." 

The heads of the sub-commit- 
tees presented reports that con- 
tained recommendation* on va- 
rious schemes to be carried out in 
the badia districts. 
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Hi* Majesty King Hussein Thursday attends part of the final session of the badia development seminar in 
Azraq Thursday (Petra photo) 


In the field of human resources 
and population, the seminar 
urged the government to boost 
eilurts designed (u provide data 
and information about the 
population (hat can help the pro- 
cess ot development, such as con- 
ducting .• general census and a 
survey of the existing settlements 
and (ionics inhabited by the local 
population. 

It urged the Ministry of Plan- 
ning to draw up a general plan tor 
the development of human re- 
sources m the semi-desert re- 
gions. aiming to attain higher 
standards of living tor the inhabi- 
tants and provide essential ser- 
vices to them. 

it said that the desert regions 
should he made to serve as an 
area that attracts settlers, pro- 
vided with services and means 
enabling them to carry on their 
struggle to develop their region. 


The seminar called tor the 
creation of cooperatives to help 
promote animal husbandry and 
create new job opportunities and 
said loans should be available for 
>uch projects as well a* schemes 
designed to reclaim desert areas 
of the badia districts. 


Agriculture and irrigation 


In the field ot agriculture and 
irrigation, the seminar called on 
the Ministry of Water and Irriga- 
tion to work in concert with The 
Ministry of Agriculture in helping 
the bedouin tribes exploit arte- 
sian wells to provide water for the 
animals and livestock. It urged 
the Ministry of Agriculture to 
provide veterinary services to 
promote animat husbandry and to 
set up stations for the distribution 
of animal feed at subsidised 
prices. 


The seminar pointed out that 
the local stock breeders were in 
need of barley, corn, bran, soya 
beans and water so that they can 
maintain their livelihood and de- 
velop their areas. 

It called on the Ministry of 
Agriculture to help create pasture 
lands and the Ministry of Plan- 
ning to help create local tradition- 
al crafts and benefit from wool 
and animal skin. It also called on 
the authorities to help facilitate 
the movement of bedouin tribes 
and their animals from and into 
desert lands of neighbouring 
Arab states. 

The seminar urged the Ministry' 


of Agriculture to conduct studies 
on the soil to determine its eligi- 
bility for different types of crops 
once lands have been reclaimed 
for farming purposes, and to con- 
duct studies on the expansion of 
pasture lands. 

This, it said, can be promoted 
through coordination with tech- 
nical "teams and specialists from 
universities and other concerned 
departments. 

The seminar called on the 
Ministry of Agriculture to build 
small dams in the wadis to pro- 
vide water for animals and offer 
local stock breeders sufficient fer- 
tilisers. animal feed and advice. 

The seminar urged the Ministry 
of Agriculture to set up perma- 
nent stations supplied with equip- 
ment and pesticides to help carry- 
out major campaigns for spraying 
crops against diseases and combat 
dangerous insects such as desert 
locusts. 

It also called on the ministry to 
open agricultural roads that can 
help transport animals from one 
district to another, and to set up 
resthouses for travellers in the 
badia regions. 

The seminar recommended 


of b.tci.il Development to extend 
assistance to the needy families of 
the hadia vgions of Jordan and 
encourage voluntary societies to 
visit the hadia region and plan 
projects for the local needy in- 
habitants. 

The seminar referred to hous- 
ing urging the Ministry of Hous- 
ing to sc: up homes tor employees 
e>pec::*lly teachers m remote re- 
gions and to include the badia 
within a national housing 
st rate uv. 


.Literacy centres 


projects in electricity education, 
health and other fields. It urged 


health and other fields. It urged 
the Jordan Electricity Authority 
to supply badia villages with pow- 
er and the Ministry of Health to 
provide more child and mother 
care services by establishing 
health and primary health care 
centres. 

The seminar urged the Ministry 


The seminar also urged con- 
cerned authorities to promote the 
role of bedouin women in the 
■ avi all development process, by 
building literacy centres to pro- 
vide education to adults and pave 
the wav for women to embark on 
traditional crafts. 

The seminar urged the Jorda- 
nian government to conclude 
agreements with the governments 
of Saudi Arabia, Iraq and Syria to 
organise the process of animal 
grazing in the border region and 
to step up efforts with these 
governments for the develop- 
ment of the Hammad region in 
the far eastern districts bordering 
on, Saudi Arabia. Iraq and Syria. 

The seminar urged the Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Company to 
work in conjunction with the Wa- 
ter Authority d Jordan in orga- 
nising informational campaigns 
for the development of the badiri 
region. 



Recorders 
offer little 


Al Hussein visits regions 
invaded by locusts 


clue to crash 


(Continued from page 1) 
and luggage moved to a Boeing 
747 for the continuing flight to 
New York. 

The plane crashed just under 
an hour after leaving London. 

While no hard evidence of a 
bomb emerged immediately. 
(J.S. officials said they had been 
warned two weeks ago that ’Ter- 
rorists" were plotting to attack 
Pan Am's Frankfurt-New York 
route during the month of De- 
cember. 

An anonymous telephone cal- 
ler to the Associated Press office 
in London said the "Guardians of 
the Islamic Revolution." a pro- 
Iranian group, sabotaged Flight 
103 in revenge for last summer's 
mistaken downing of an Iranian 
Airbus with 290 people on board 
bv the LLS. missile cruiser Vin- 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Thurs- 
day made an inspection tour of 
the Sahab and Wadi Hammad 
regions in south east Jordan, 
(he scene of desert locust inva- 
sion and was briefed on the 
situation there. 

King Hussein urged the con- 
cerned teams to exert more 
efforts to rid the region of the 
dangerous insects and praised 
the different organisations and 
government departments in- 
volved In the locust-fighting op- 
erations. 

The commander of the Bor- 
der and Badia Police Force 
briefed the King on the current 
campaign to eliminate the in- 
sect "which invaded Jordanian 
territory from neighbouring 


Saudi Arabia, and the con- 
tinued coordination among the 
teams from (he Ministry of 
Agriculture, the Armed Forces 
and the Badia Force in combat- 
ing the pest. 

The Ministry or Agriculture 
is spearheading efforts In the 
current campaign and has in- 
volved 20 ground (cams sup- 
plied with equipment, vehicles 
and pesticides to carry out the 
task. 

King Hussein paid tribute to 
(he troops and local inhabitants 
who are involved in the fight 
again! locusts. 

He was accompanied by 
Chief of the Royal Court Sharif 
Zaid Ibn Shaker and the com- 
mander of the Royal Jordanian 
Air Force. 


cennes. 

Iran has strongly denied any 
involvement (see page 2). 


U.S. Hooking 
forward* 
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PATISSERIE 


(Continued from page 1) 


Um Uthainah Market 


ministers to a full house of legisla- 
tors by calling peacemaking a 
"first and foremost objective." 

He urged Palestinians in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip to end their year-old upris- 
ing "to create conditions for a 
peaceful coexistence, freedom 
and prosperity for you and your 
children." 

But Shamir again ruled out 
talks with the PLO and said any 
peace talks should be based on 
the U.S.-brokered Camp David 
accords of I97S. 

Shamir in his speech urged the 
United States to reverse its deci- 
sion to open talks with the PLO. 

The foreign policy guidelines 
adopted by the coalition include 
rejection of the establishment of 
a Palestinian state in the occupied 
lands. They call for Five to eight 
new Jewish ser’emems to be, 
bL U in the occupied territories 
next vear. 
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Prepare for the worst 
and hope for the best 

THERE are many important lessons to be drawn- from the 
cataclysmic earthquake that pulverised the Armenian Re- 
public in the Soviet Union and devastated the rural and 
urban areas in that region on Dec. 7. Above all it was the 
human dimension which caught the attention and concern of 
the whole international community. As the year 1988 draws 
to a close the images and voices of the dead and injured in 
the aftermath of the horrendous tremor would continue to 
haunt man's feelings, emotions and thoughts for many years 
to come. 

And now that weeks have passed since the Armenian 
earthquake has struck, concerned people are searching 
through the rubbles and ashes for answers and possible 
preventive measures that could be introduced to alleviate 
the sufferings that could ensue from natural disasters. Such 
concerns are equally relevant for us in Jordan as well, where 
there is a growing concern that our country and people may . , 
not be immune from this type of natural disasters as we 
would like to believe. As the Department of Seismology at 
the Natural Resources Authority (NRA) has confirmed 
recently Jordan and the area around it have a history of 1 
earthquakes dating back 4000 years, with the last major 
earthquake occurring in July 1927. From a geological point 
of view the situation in Jordan is very similar to that in 1 
California with the marked difference lying in the speed of | 
the two geophysical movements in the Jordanian region, i 
NRA authorities confirm. While it is most comforting to 
note that the NRA has started to monitor geophysical 
movements in our region back in 1983 and is now operating 
eight monitoring stations scattered around the Kingdom — 
soon to be increased to 30 — there are still measures yet to 
be taken in view of the experiences gathered in the 
aftermath of the Armenian earthquake. 

. Over and above the need to have the Ciigl Defence 
authorities be better prepared for any eventuality in the 
form of an earthquake that could hit us any moment, it 
would be sane and reasonable to start articulating and 
formulating new guidelines for construction in Jordan. One 
of the principal factors that lead to the very high human toll 
In human casualties in the wake of the Armenian earth- 
quake was the kind of construction used in the region 
affected by the earthquake. It has become evident now that 
bad the construction code in the urban areas of the Soviet 
Republic of Armenia been more geared to cope with possible 
earthquakes, as is the case in California, the damage could 
have been reduced considerably and the human casualty list 
would have been cut by more than half. That is why we in 
Jordan must begin to think about tbe unthinkable and 
prepare our urban areas to the worst scenario possible, by 
issuing new guidelines for all future construction schemes in 
the country. While the NRA is telling us that it is difficult to 
make predictions as to whether or when Jordan could 
witness a major earthquake, they are nevertheless warning 
us that an earthquake could occur tomorrow or not for the 
next fifty years. But strike us at one time or another it will. 
Let us be prepared for the worst and hope for the best. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

TWO Jordanian dailies Friday tackled the situation in the occupied 
Arab territories in the light of the new Israeli coalition government. 

A1 Ra'i said that one of the cabinet members Moshe Arens has stated 
his intention of persuading the U.S. administration to give up the 
idea of a dialogue with the PLO which, he claimed, can not be 
conducive to peace. Another member of the new cabinet Shimon 
Peres called for finding a substitute for the PLO from among the 
Palestinian people living under Israeli rule, the paper added. It asked 
that both Statements point to one direction: that the new government 
in Israel is oriented against the peace process and will do all it can to' 
abort any moves for a U.S. -PLO understanding on an international 
conference that would pave the way for a lasting peace. In the light of 
this situation, the paper said, the Arabs should intensify their efforts 
worldwide to thwart Israel’s moves and should back the Palestinian 
;■ people’s uprising with ail available means so that.the Palestinians can 
resist all Israeli pressures and maintain the struggle for freedom. 

' The editor of Al Ra’i daily Rakan A1 Mqjali writes Friday on the 
. appointment of Moshe Arens and other hawks in the Israeli 
‘ government and says it was a clear gesture that the new coalition will 
:• fight peace. The appointment of Moshe Arens as foreign minister 
? indicates that the new cabinet plans to carry the fight against the idea 
f of peace to the international arena and the appointment of Yitzhak 
■* Rabin as minister of defence shows that the government wants to 
v maintain its iron fist policy against the Palestinians on the domestic 
S front, the writer notes. Majali points out that no matter how different 
> to the outside world, the two Israeli parties the Likud and Labour 
£ might seem, they are in fact two faces of the same coin and are bent 
£ on implementing Zionist strategies one way or another. By rejecting 
2 to talk to the PLO and the idea of a PLO-LLS. dialogue; Israel is 
<! telling the whole world that it refuses to implement U.N. Security 
* Council Resolutions 242 and 338 through an international conference 
and rejects the idea of peace in the Middle East, the writer continues. 
He says that the formation of an Israeli cabinet of this nature is a 
clear manifestation of the evil nature of the Zionists who are at the 
helm of power in Israel today. 


Al Dustour daily dwelt on the same subject and said that it was 
natural for the Likud and Labour to form a coalition government 
since they are no different from one another in terms of aggression on 
the Arabs and are indeed in alliance to thwart any attempt to reach , 
peace in the Middle East. There was no alternative for the two | 
parties in the face of the mounting world pressure but to join hands , 
and pool their resources in the fight against world pressure in an j 
attempt to undermine the PLO-U.S. dialogue that could lead to 
' peace, the paper noted. It said that there can be no doubt now that 
- the so called hawks and the doves of Israel wear the same feather and 
aim to carry out the same racist and fascist policies to serve the world 
Zionist movement. 


France not quite ready to pack up despite Chad-Libya deten 


By Jean-Loup Fievet 

Reuter 

N'DJAMENA — Each day at 
dawn French-marked Mirage jets 
burst into N'Djamena’s dusty 
skies in a deafening aerial ballet 
as they set out for routine sur- 
veillance flights over the Chadian 
desert. 

Fifteen months after Chad and 
Libya agreed to a truce in their 
border dispute. France still offers 
its mighty shield to this vast cen- 
tral African nation ravaged by 
decades of civil strife and war. 

But last week, after talks with 
Chadian President Hissene 
Habre in Morocco, President 
Francois Mitterrand said France 
would scale down its costly milit- 
ary presence in its former colony. 

“The current rapprochement 
between Chad and Libya allows a 
reappraisal of the French military 
presence, but in any case the core 
of the Epervier (Sparrowhawk)- 


operation will remain.” France's 
top military commander in Chad, 
air force Colonel Hughes Poncet. 
said in a recent interview with 
Reuters. 

Sparrowhawk is the code-name 
of a sophisticated air defence 
system backed with ground 
troops France sent to Chad in 
1986 to counter a threat to the 
north of the country from Libya. 

French sources say Epervier 
still costs about S3 million a 
month. 

Chad and Libya, at odds over 
the Aouzou strip, a stretch of 
desert border, last year signed a 
ceasefire agreement after tbe 
Chadian army drove Libya out of 
'northern Chad. 

“We are here at Chad's request 
and any- change in our mission 
will have to be endorsed by both 
governments.” Poncet cautioned. 

Poncet, who took up his post 
here in early December, heads an 
estimated 1, 700-strong force of 


mostly professional airmen and 
soldiers which includes the elite 
foreign legion. 

Radars and a dozen Mirage 
Fl-C fighters, protected by U.S.- 
made Hawk and French-made 
CrotaJe ground-to-air missiles are 
based in N'Djamena and 
Abeche, 600 kilometres to the 
east near Sudan. A year ago 
French military engineers reha- 
bilitated Abeche's runway to 
accommodate modern jets. 

Western diplomatic and milit- 
ary sources in N’Djamena , 
Chad's capital, said France, 
apparently unmoved by Libya's 
peace overtures towards its 
neighbour, would not pull out in 
haste. 

They have withdrawn before, 
in 1984, when France and Libya 
agreed to a mutual pull-out from 
Chad. In August 1983 France had 
sent some 3,200 troops to support 
Habre against Libyan-backed re- 
bels. 


Paris rushed its forces back in 
early 1986 when Libya attacked 
Chadian garrisons and bombed 
N'Djamena airport. 

“The events of 1984 have left 
sore memories and France will 
not allow its military presence to 
be used as a bargaining chip in 
peace talks between Chad and 
Libya. The. two issues are quite 
separate," a diplomat said. 

Chadian officials, obviously 
wary about Libya’s real inten- 
tions. reacted angrily to a recent 
French radio report of an immi- 
nent French withdrawal after 
Chad and Libya restored di- 
plomatic ties in October. 

A visit to N'Djamena by the 
French chief of staff Generai 
Maurice Schmidt was unex- 
pectedly cancelled. 

Habre was quick to stress that 
detente with Libya did not equal 
peace and accused Libya of 
rearming despite the year-long 
truce. “For the time being the 
French military presence is fully 


Quake falls to dent Armenian 
resolve for Nagorno- Karabakh 


JBy John Kampfner 
Reuter 

YEREVAN. Sovier Union — 
The earthquake has shattered the 
lives of hundreds of thousands of 
Armenians but appears to have - 
done little to destroy their resolve 
to regain the territory they be- 
lieve is theirs by right. 

If anything, the grief seems to 
have increased resentment over 
the Kremlin's tactics to quell the 
’unrest over the disputed region of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

“The people in Moscow hoped 
the whole thing would be forgot- 
ten afier the catastrophe. Now 
they'll see,” said a young man, 
pointing to rows of tanks and 
troops in Lenin Square in the 
centre of the Armenian capital. 

More than 35,000 people are 
believed to have died and half a 
million made homeless by the 
Dec. 7 earthquake. 

About 20,000 troops were de- 
ployed immediately in the devas- 
tated towns of Leninakan and 
Spitak — ostensibly to keep order 
and to prevent unauthorised peo- 
ple from entering areas infected 
with disease. Nobody has said 
how long they will stay. 

According to Soviet newspap- 
ers, more than 150 people have 
been arrested for looting. West- 
ern aid workers said they heard 
shots fired in Spitak during at 
least three nights. 

Many of several dozen Arme- 
nians questioned expressed the 
view that a more sinister motive 
was behind the troop movements. 

"They’re just using the earth- 
quake as an excuse to move 
troops across Armenia,” said one 
resident of Leninakan, the repub- 
lic's second city which became a 
focal point of protest after troops 
had been moved into Yerevan. 

The government has said the 
troops were sent in “to help the 
Armenian people in their suffer- 
ing.” noting that 69 soldiers were 
killed when their plane taking 
them into Leninakan for relief 
work crashed on Dec. II. 

More than 60 people have died 
and thousands have fled their 
homes in 10 months of ethnic 


clashes over Nagorno-Karabakh, 
populated mostly by Christian 
Armenians but administered by 
the neighbouring Republic of 
Azerbaijan. . 

The Kremlin ruled in July that 
Nagorno-Karabakh should stay 
part of Azerbaijan, which is 
mainly Muslim. But Moscow 
pledged to promote the area's 
Armenian heritage and boost its 
economy. 

Soldiers with automatic rifles, 
riot shields and water cannon 
have surrounded Yerevan's 
Opera Square since demonstra- 
tions in February by up to one 
million people that marked the 
start of the unrest. 

Night curfews are in force in 
Yerevan and 15 other regions of 
Armenia, as well as several areas 
of Azerbaijan. 

Since the quake up to 11 mem- 
bers of unofficial Karabakh Com- 
mittee, which has coordinated the 
Nagorno-Karabakh campaign,/ 
have been arrested. Activists say 
more than 100 other people have 
been held in connection with the 
unrest. 

The Moscow leadership has ac- 
cused the Karabakh Committee 
of spreading false rumours after 
disaster. 

The arrests and the heavy 
troop presence have succeeded in 
stopping public displays of dissent 
— for the time being. 

But one senior Western aid 
official described the situation as a 
powder keg and said Prime 
Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov, who 
has led the relief operation from 
Yerevan, knew it. 

“Ryzhkov has really pushed his 
people hard. He knows there 
are two problems here. Once the 
effects of the earthquake die 
down, it’s going to really blow up 
politically.” he said. 

Until the quake, foreign repor- 
ters had been largely barred for 
months from visiting Armenia to 
see the communal strife first- 
hand. Last week several Western 
photographers and camera teams 
were briefly detained for filming 
soldiers. 

Armenians showed no reti- 
cence to discuss the age-old 


Nagorno-Karabakh dispute — 
their frankness perhaps a reflec- 
tion of the glasnost or openness 
policy of Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev, perhaps of their 
natural vivacity. 

“Whatever Gorbachev thinks, 
the problem is not going to go 
away. We'll fight to regain our 
land, earthquake or no earth- 
quake.” said one young man, 
who like all those .questioned! 
asked not be identified. 

Gorbachev toured Armenia 
shortly after the disaster and said 
some activists were seeking to 
exploit human tragedy to achieve 
their political goals. 

One woman who worked at 
Armenian television said she had 
seen film of a train arriving in 
Yerevan from Azerbaijan. Instead 
of carrying relief supplies, as 
marked, it had been filled with 
garbage. 

The woman said television au- 
thorities in Moscow had forbid- 
den the film to be broadcast. 
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Revived tensions likely 
following Quebec decision 


By Soil Sussman 

j . The Associated Press 

TORONTO — A period of re- 
newed tension throughout Cana- 
da appears likely as a result of 
Quebec's refusal to allow En- 
glish-language signs outdoors. 

The new mood comes after 
four years of general calm be- 
tween English and French speak- 
ers in the country that made it 
possible for an agreement to be 
forged in 1987 recognising 
Quebec as a “distinct society.” 

The so-called Meech Lake 
accord would bring Quebec, the 
only province where French 
speakers are a majority, back into 
the federal constitution. 

The accord has been ratified by 
only eight of Canada's 10 pro- 
vinces. and Monday. Manitoba's 
premier Gary Filmon said he 
would no longer push for its 
approval in the legislature of his 
Western province because of the 
Quebec decision. 

Filmon said the developments i 
in Quebec were a “national 
tragedy” and called for a national 
conference of all Canada’s pro- 
vincial leaders to persuade the 
French-speaking province to re- 
verse its decision on English 
signs. 

New Brunswick on the Atlantic 
coast is the other province where 
ratification is pending. 

The issue of which, language 
can be on signs is highly charged 
and symbolic, considered by 
French-speakers in Quebec as a 


key to preserving their linguistic 
and cultural heritage. 

The supreme court of Canada 
ruled last week that while Quebec 
is justified in making sure that 
French predominates on signs, it 
cannot prevent languages other 
than French from being used as 
•well. 

In a compromise that has 
angered English speakers and 
French militants as well. Quebec 
Premier Robert Bourassa 
announced Sunday that outdoor 
signs still must be only in French 
while indoor signs can use other 
languages as long as French is the 
most visible. 

He invoked a rarely used 
escape • hatch that allows the 
federal or provincial governments 
to override a court decision. 

The population of Quebec. 
Canada’s second-largest pro- 
vince, is 81 per cent French 
speaking. 

The new legislation prevents 
languages other than French from 
being used on signs outdoors and 
in such places as shopping malls 
and the interior of public trans- 
portation facilities. 

The Globe and Mail, which 
bills itself as Canada's national 
newspaper, said in an editorial 
Tuesday that Bourassa's decision 
was a setback whose effects will 
be felt for years. 

“What now? Almost certainly 
a hardening of hearts, a less 
generous attitude, an unwilling- 
ness to spend precious political 
capital on bilingualism and fran- 
cophones, tougher questioning of 


the primordiality granted to 
Quebec's concerns, in sum. a 
quiet, unspectacular but undeni- 
able backlash that will do us all 
no good.” it said. 

Bourassa had campaigned for 
election in 1985 on a platform 
that included a softening of ling- 
uistic restrictions on signs. His 
critics say that if he had acted 
sooner, he could have taken a less 
severe approach without angering 
the province's French militants. 

A crowd estimated at 9,000 to 
17.000 turned out for a rally 
Sunday in Montreal demanding 
that no changes be made in the 
language law. 

The language restrictions were 
imposed under the leadership of 
the separatist Parti Ouebecois in 
1977. Power in Quebec shifted 
from the English minority to the 
French majority during the 1970s, 
a tumultuous decade of separatist 
sentiment that subsided when vo- 
ters rejected a sovereignty re- 
ferendum in 1980. 

Since then, there has been 
focus on improved living stan- 
dards and competitiveness. The 
province boasted 5 per cent real 
growth last year and produced 40 
per cent of Canada's business 
administration students. 

Quebec's provincial environ- 
ment minister, Gifford Lincoln,' 
one of four English-speaking 
members of Bourassa's cabinet, 
resigned in protest to the sign 
decision. 

“In my belief, rights are rights 
arc rights,” he told reporters 
Tuesday. “There are no partial 



Robert Bourassa 

rights. There are no indoor-out- 
door rights." 

Bourassa clearly hoped that the 
moderate majority of the popula- 
tion would go along with his 
compromise. 

The widely read La Prcssc of 
Montreal said in an editorial that 
the Quebec lender chose “the 
best compromise under the cir- 
cumstances.” It said either con- 
tinuing the han on any language 
other than French or allowing 
bilingual signs everywhere 
“would have been to scorn 
Quebec reality, both historic and 
present." 

The Mccch Lake accord has a 
June 1990 deadline for ratifica- 
tion by all JO provinces. Its im- 
portance stems from Quebec's 
refusal to sign the 1982 constitu- 
tion because it failed to specifical- 
ly protect its French culture. 

In addition to the “distinct socie- 
ty” clause for Quebec, Meech 
Lake gives provinces new powers 
in the appointment of supreme 
court judges and senators and the 
right to opt out -of national 
shorcd-eost programmes. 


justified,” he told journalists. 

As a first step in reducing this 
presence France will remove a 
powerful radar at Moussoro 
which it set up to protect the 
capital, some 250 kilometres to 
the south, against air raids. 
French military sources indi- 
cated. 

In Morocco, Socialist Miner- 
rand disappointed Habre by 
.saying he would cut a project' to 
build a third military runway’ at 


Faya Largeau, Habre’s ho^, 
town. It had been promised 
lier this year by the conservative 

government of then French Prut£- 
Minister Jacques Chirac. / 

Some 100 French soldiers'— 
mostly mechanics assisting , tbe 
Chadian army — are bared i a£ 
Faya Largeau, a strategic basis 
800 kilometres north s frf- 
N'Djamena freed by government: 
troops-in 1987 after p four-ye^r 
Libyan occupation. \ V 


There was no independent con- 
firmation of her assertions. 

Soviet newspapers have, 
however, given vivid accounts of 
incidents of ethnic turmoil to 
show it has not abated since the 
quake. 

The daily Socialist Industry 
said a convoy of cranes and relief 
trucks sent from Baku, the capital 
of Azerbaijan, two days after the 
disaster was attacked by gangs of 
Armenians armed with sticks and 
stones. 

Some Azeris sent sarcastic tele- 
grams of congratulations on the 
quake to Armenians, while some 
Armenians spread rumours that 
Azeris were responsible for the 
disaster. 

Health Minister Yevgeny Cha- 
zov said last week that injured 
Armenians were not sent to 
Azerbaijan, despite its proximity 
to the quake zone, and Azerbai- 
jani doctors were not invited to 
go to Armenia. 


Bylines fo^ 
the young \ 

By Ibrahim Abu Nab ■ V . 

A FRIEND of mine who happened to be gasping for a breath of 
fresh air wrote recently in one of the Arabic dailies about the 
discrepancies in our midst. He observed three such discrepancy 
in just one sitting. Others may not afford such a leisure even if tiia.. 
contradictions in our society hit them right hetween their eye^. 
They have no time nor inclination for observing. 

But that is what a columnist is for: To bend people’s arms by 
the power of the word to make them see what they cannot see by ■ 
the poweT of the sword. The word, if used properly, is more, 
powerful than the sword. \ 

My friend noted that some local papers publish sample, 
questions and, answers for the benefir of would-be graduates pf 
Jordanian secondary schools. When that dirty old habit started fa 1 ; 
the press, he says, it was not primarily for the benefit of students, 
but rather for the benefit of the paper’s own circulation. But now 
that papers are well established and no longer hard pressed, for. 
readers, they keep doing the same thing because students would 
not buy papers otherwise. So where do we go from here? My 
friend say’s: Do ask the teachers why are their students so thirsty 
for learning. V 

On the other hand, a street in the so-called Mount of Flowers in 
Amman (it is just a name that bears no relation to its meaning) 
bears the name of the Elegant Young Man. The columnist says 
that as far as he was concerned no such Elegant Young Man ever 
existed. (He is in fact an old poet.) The columnist, however, sayS 
that he was not aware of any elegant achievement by any young 
man that might have made him worthy of such a great renown. - 
You can have your name, it seems, dubbed or dumped on an 
Amman streer if you know your- way in city hall. 

But that is not the point which my columnist friend wanted to 
make it seems. Think, he wrote, what it would be like for 
someone living in that street to write his or her home address on 
an aeroplane landing card. And would it not be scandalous 'for a 
young woman even to mention the epithet to a male relative? 

Again that is not the point. But what he might have wanted to 
allude to may well be the absence in our lives of a rational 
relationship between the cause and the effect, the loss' of 
relevancy as it were. That is a cause for worty because it is the 
main source of “ balbalah "/ if you want to know what "balbalah” 
is and you insist, then I must devote the rest of my article toil. 
One article is perhaps not enough. But I shall do my best to 
explain it. Etymology is a saviour which can make one claim *a 
sense of humour when one does not have any. r 

Balbalah is, to be honest, the kind of disinformation that our ; 
ancestors used to create in the ranks of the enemy to force him to 
retreat. We do not know how to do it any more to others. But we 
do create it for our own use. It is a kind of disquiet that is made by . 
the right mix of delusion and reality. It makes people “balabir . : 
That is to say. completely confused. 

Balabil on the other hand is the plural of “ bulbul " whicb is the 
nightingale. One may well ask: What is the relationship between 
confusion and singing and is a nightingale considered to be 
expressing a state of confusion by his singing? That is a very hard 
question to answer. 

I do not wish to stretch my exercise into the political and 
economic scene lest people say that I am trying to sill them 
something. Forjudging by the power of the dinar and the power 
of its holder, one is not inclined to sell anything, not even ideas. It 
is better to buy. But I want to point out to the growing number of 
"balabil" in our daily newspapers. They are the singing col- 
umnists who fill the editorial pages and other pages as well. We 
get no news, but a lot of opinion which creates "balbalah". The 
growing number of columnist is no sign of growing wisdom. It 
may be a sign of a growing malaise. 

Time was, I remember, when my editor gasped when I told him 
that I prefer to write my column daily instead of every other day, 
“No one in the world can do it,” he said. "Art Buchwald does it 
every other day.^ he added, "and the people who write daily 
columns in America sit on teams of researchers who work all day 
long to dig up a story. A daily column in a responsible paper is no 
whimsical affair.” 

What would my old editor say if he saw that all the old reporters 
have now become resident pundits, who articulate any idea that 
may come their way. even the name of a street? But that is the 
only way up in our present state of things. Reporting holds 
nothing but trouble and there is no future in it for male 
joumaljsts. They seem to have abandoned ship ar.d left the'female 
journalists reporting. And the female journalists seem-to find less : 
complex than their colleagues to get the bare facts. 

Be it as it may, journalism seems to be less elegant than what it 
was and more eroded. The Elegant Young Man in fact, if 
resurrected, may well try to join the columnists. My friend Will 
then discover that it is not a big thing to have one’s name given to 
a street. It will be much harder in the future to have it as a biline 
in a newspaper. t 


On the occasion of the \ 

Happy Feasts ■ 

Barakat Supply Stores 

Are pleased to announce to their clients til 
arrival of 

FROZEN TURKEYS 
& 

FROZEN DUCKS 

C Price for consumer: 

JD 1.250 
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Egypt’s Christians head for desert 
attracted by monastic life 


e nc}| , ' By Jeffrey Bartholet 

:cs Reuter 

— ^ S' WADI NATRUN, Egypt — In 

4 EgyP 1 ffl0re niore young 

re ,, . Christian men art; heading for the 

1 b v n °r! fl tfesen to follow a life of self- 
tfitr % denial and seclusion. 

* k: Leaving families, professions, 

“ worldly goods and desires be- 
hind, they are donning black 

robes and pledging obedience 

^ only tu God, church and the 

j|te spiritual leader of their chosen 
w ^ hermitage. 

"People are running after 
money for prosperity and they 

1 catch nothing — at the end they 

cannot feel satisfaction — they 
need more and more and more," 
said Father John of the St. 
Macarius monastery in Egypt’s 
western desen. 

“For us. we are satisfied and 
Sr ahrt 4 happy and we put all of that 
ies ahr,^ . under our feer," the bearded 

discrc fW monk said - 

,re ev en ,i A disciple of St. Anthony, one 
:n iifc lr 1 of the first known Christian her- 
mhs, St. Macarius was said to 
pie * have a face so full of grace it 
canno;^ shone in the dark. 
er)y. ' ‘ "This monastery had only six 

m ' r monks 20 years ago and now it 
bli<h . has 100 monks," Father John 


said. 

Father John left his profession 
as a pharmacist in I960 to join 
nine hermits living in remote de- 
sert caves about SO kilometres 
south of the Fayoum oasis. 

The bearded monks, led by 
Father Malta At Meskecn, had 
been living there for seven years. 

They survived on brackish wa- 
ter from desert springs and food 
sent by camel from friends in 
Cairo and Alexandria. 

Poisonous snakes were plenti- 
ful and passing bedouin often 
took whatever meagre vegetation 
the monks managed to grow. 

“Although there were all these 
difficulties, we were very happy 
under the hand of God,” said 
Father John. 

"God protected us from dis- 
ease, though our intestines were 
damaged by the water. For me, I 
felt happier with that life than 
here." 

The Coptic patriarch in Cairo 
summoned the hermits out of 
their caves in 1969. He asked 
them to revive the St. Macarius 
monastery 92 kilomerres north- 
west of Cairo which was nearly 
engulfed by the desert. 

The monks restored the 


monastery, named after a one- 
time camel-driver who built it and 
another Christian hermitage in 
the fourth century. 

As the monk spoke, the only 
other sounds within the monas- 
tery walls were a whistling desert 
wind and the rattling of windows. 
A few visitors walked quietly in a 
courtyard nearby. 

“This is nor an individual 
movement, hut a movement of 
the Coptic church. It is not hap- 
pening only in this monastery but 
in many," he said. 

The revival of monastic life re- 
flects a general renaissance in the 
Coptic Christian church in Egypt 
where about 90 per cent of the 
population is Muslim. 

The movement parallels an up- 
surge in Islamic observance. 
Many Muslims are returning to 
the ancient principles and tradi- 
tions of their forebears. 

The hermits restored three 
churches, including one named 
after 49 monks slaughtered there 
by berber raiders. In the sands 
around the monastery they grew 
olive trees, date palm's and veget- 
ables. 

Most of the monks arc uni- 
versity graduates. Earlier monks 


were poorly educated. 

"it is a witness to the world.../* 
said Father John of his vocation, 
•if they see us and see our 
happiness, we can give them faith 
and strength." 

Bishop Gregorius, a church 
official m Cairo, said the church 
does not urge young people to 
become monks, a prerequisite for 
becoming a bishop. 

"On the contrary, the church 
says not to be in a hurry to join 
the monastic life," said Bishop 
Gregorius. "A man must test 
himself beforehand. "It’s not an 
easy life." 

Although St. M a can us monas- 
tery has electricity, telephones, 
cars and modern irrigation equip- 
ment, there are no televisions or 
newspapers. 

One monk said the latest news 
he had heard was about the Au- 
gust floods in Sudan. 

The Coptic church celebrates 
Christmas on January 7 instead of 
December 25 because of what 
monks at St. Macarius believe 
w;is a Coptic miscalculation some 
centuries ago. 

"We believe that Christ was 
born in the world — what time is 
not important," one monk said. 


Christmas at 
the Equator 


nts Um-.. By Kenneth L. Whiting 

The Associated Press 

<jf Fluni-f. 

•k SINGAPORE — Most Singapo- 

>lumniM reans have never seen snow, let 
n &kWc alone a rein deer. But “I’m 

owevci.i,. dreaming of a white Christinas" 
> am viiur- and "Rudolph the red-nosed 
eat rcowT reindeer " have broadcast 

mped IJn staples for weeks in this steamy 
tropical nation. 

d WariCiJ Only about 200,000 of the 2.6 
1 ^. |j| ' ' million people in this island re- 
■ addr« public professed to being Christ- 
daloih W ians in the 1 census. But apart 
t. tvii , 1 irom the country's independence 
, . c day holiday in August, no other 
period comes as close to be being 
atioe celebrated by the entire popula- 
m /■ tion. 

^i'V, Illuminated trumpets, silver 

bells, angels, candles, fir trees, 
anu ™ snowflakes, reindeer, lanterns, 
m - , ' yule logs, fairy lights and other 
’ ne c,m - glitter adorn shopping centres 
and hotels along Orchard road in 
nn mat .>u Singapore’s commercial centre, 
orcehimiu Street vendors in T-shirts and 

ers. Bui shorts sell roasted chestnuts. The 
ismadeb) Centerpoint shopping centre 
spent 400,000 dollars 
(5207,000) on a faiiytale Christ- 
vhidibilt mas theme, decorating its build- 
i> fewer, ing as a medieval castle. 

•red to h All this in a land 135 kilometres 

•venfaji: north of the Equator where the 


average daily temperature is 27 C 
year-round. 

The observance of Christmas, a 
British colonial import, appears 
to have intensified in recent years 
among a population that is 76 per 
cent Chinese, 15 per cent Malay 
and 6 per cent Indian. 

It blends Western trimmings 
with an Oriental flavour. Roast 
turkey with the usual stuffing is 
available, but so are a variety of 
other dishes based on turkey, 
including curry turkey and turkey 
noodles. 

“Parties are moving away from 
the ballrooms of hotels right into 
the streets this year," said' a tip in 
one newspaper. “Your Christian 
Dior evening gown just won't do. 
Neither will your scruffy pair of 
shorts and old T-shirt. Something 
smart but casual is what you 
want. Rough loose jackets. 
Bright polo shim and enticing 
minis are possible options." 

The "singing Christmas tree," 
a multitiered stage in the shape of 
a tree for a choir from the Trinity 
Christian Centre, has been a 

{ ul elide feature in recent years, 
n 1986, 27 men and women 
carolled their way into the Guin- 
ness book of world records by 
singing for more than 74 hours, 
ending ai 1:05 on Christmas 


*<*&?/* f 









The joy of Christmas! 


morning. 


woman Lena Phua insisted, is 


Jordan and W Germany 

Thirty years of 
cooperation 


By Marianne Leib 

HANNOVER (INP) — “Jordan 
has engaged in close cooperation 
with the Federal Facility of the 
Geosciences and Raw Materials 
(BGR) in Hannover for thirty 
years already," says Ibrahim 
Ababneh. The 35-year-old en- 
gineer of mining isn’t the first 
expert either to come from the 
Hashemite Kingdom to Hannov- 
er for advanced instruction and 
information with a fellowship of 
the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many. 

As part of the development 
cooperation efforts of the Ger- 
man Federal Government, the 
BGR was involved in 34 projects 
in 29 nations in 1987, including 
Jordan. Mineralogy and deposit 
exploration technology are im- 
portant elements in the course of 
instruction prepared for Ibrahim 
Ababneh and his friends and col- 
leagues from many nations. Since 
May this year, they have pursued 
a programme of learning that 
blends outings for conducting 
geochemical fieldwork and 
calibration efforts with analyses 
of. the data and probes collected 
at the lab in Hannover. 

They’ve visited operational and 
defunct min es and caves in the 
Harz Mountains near Hannover 
as well as the Continental Crust 
Drilling Project at Windisches- 
chenbach (in Bavaria’s Upper 


A few stores won't have Santas “the real Santa." 
because, in the words of one While his birth certificate iden- 
merchant, “it is hard to find a tifies him as Saastamoinen Sep- 
suitable candidate." But Robin- po, the resident of Rovaniemi in 
son’s department store flew in a Lapland is the real thing, she 
man from Finland who. spokes- said. 




Palatinate district), where en- 
gineers are preparing to drill the 

“world’s deepest hole." Plans call . iy^\\ rik -j 

for the drill-bits to reach a depth \ AT |\ / 1 |V || / 

of about 14,000- metres below the | V 1V_-/ V 1 1 NVJ • 

surface of the earth by the early K - r- 

nineties. Lgt AlclfTlGX Alf CHPgP 

In Amman, Ibrahim Ababneh . i .- 

works at the National Resources t3K£? CcUT? Ot tnG WOrKS, 
Authority, a part of the Ministry frt r~V-\/~\r 

of Energy and Mineral Re- LAJCJl LU UUUl . 
sources. His work there had _ ~ M - ,, , . .. 
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with German colleagues collect- . 

ing samplings from Jordanian prOT6SSlOnalS OH 
shale deposits prior to his trip to * 

the Federal Republic of Ger- 660507 Of 660508 

many. German experts are con- _ __ _ 

fidently awaiting the analysis of wcwo 


nineties. 

In Amman, Ibrahim Ababneh 
works at the National Resources 
Authority, a part of the Ministry 
of Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources. His work there had 
already brought him into contact 
with German colleagues collect- 
ing samplings from Jordanian 
shale deposits prior to his trip to 
the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many. German experts are con- 
fidently awaiting the analysis of 
the Jordanian shale samplings, 
which, according to preliminary 
studies, belong to deposits that 
contain more petroleum than all 
the oil deposits of the entire 
Federal Republic of Germany. 

When Ibrahim Ababneh looks 
back on all the impressions and 
experiences he’s had in the 
Federal Republic since Decem- 
ber 1987, he comes to a happy 
conclusion: *Tve been able to 
augment my knowledge in the 
field of geochemistry optimally." 
When be returns home to his job 
in December 198S,_ he'll once 
again have more time for his 
favourite pastime, football. In 
Hannover, be was so busy that 
television proved to be his main 
link to the game. 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girts School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6: 30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 





From diapers to the graduation robe Dar Ai Title AJ Arabi takes care of it’s children till they are able to care for themselves. 

Dar AI Tff le, a haven, a home 


By Mariam M. Shahin 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The story goes that 
several days after the Deir Yassin 
massacre in 1948, several Arab 
children, the oldest not more 
than 10 years, were standing in a 
street comer somewhere between 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
and the Mosque of Omar in the 
old city of Jerusalem. A passer-by 
was horrified to see the children 
and urged them to go home, 
warning that a war was going on 
and they would be hurt if they 
stood in the street. The children 
promptly told the lady that their 
parents had been killed and they 
had no home. They recounted 
what had happened; after their 
parents had been killed, the chil- 
dren were loaded on a truck and 
driven around the Jewish quarter 
of Jerusalem and stared at as 
exhibition "pieces", before being 
dumped in the Arab sector of 
city. They were the children of 
Deir Yassin. 

The passer-by was a woman 
called Hind Husseini, who was 
running a day-care centre for 
children prior to the outbreak of 
war in Palestine. Although all the 
employees had left and the 
nursery was closed, Husseini took 
in the Deir Yassin youngsters and 
a pregnant young widow with 
four other children that same 
day. Within a week the two-room 
day centre that had been built to 
.care for 20 children housed 55. 

That’s how Husseini, 72, re- 
calls the founding of whar came 
to be called Dar AI Tifle AI Arabi 
(“The House of the Arab 
Child.”) 

“Dar AI Tifle AI Arabi was 
created in the aftermath of the 
Palestine tragedy in 1948 and 
more specifically Deir Yassin 
massacre," she says. “There was 
a real need for a home for 
orphaned and needy children, 
and in some cases we also took in 
widows who had nowhere to go." 

The first few months the centre 
was in a state of emergency and 
no-one knew what would happen, 
Husseini told the Jordan Times in 
a recent interview. "Two rooms 


were not enough for all these 
people. At first I thought they 
would decrease in number, in- 
stead they only increased.” 

Initially there were two people 
running tne whole show. Husseini 
contacted the city council, in- 
formed them of the situation and 
sought help. "They agreed, but 
they were in such a disarray at the 
time that if we had waited for 
them to act. half the kids would 
probably have starved." Husseini 
recalls. * "We started collecting 
private funds. The Convent of the 
Sisters of Zion :ook us in for two 
months before i could arrange 
for more suitable lodgings." 

In the beginning of IV49, a 
three-member board of trustees 
was formed and it was decided 
that the centre would use the 
house of Hind Husseini's grand- 
father Mohammed Saleh Hus- 
seini. "We decided to call the 
house Dar AI Tifle AI Arabi 
then,” she said. "It was next door 
to the American colony and spa- 
cious enough for our needs.” 

Expansion 

Since then Dar AI Tifle never 
looked back. It grew every year 
and now houses and schools over 
1,200 children and employs 146 
men and women. It’s role as an 
educational institution began in 
the 1950s. Initially it offered 
education only on a primary 
school level. Today it offers an 
acknowledged university prog- 
ramme which consists of a bache- 
lor’s degree in social work, Ara- 
bic and English. 

’'Initially we sent our children 
to public schools, but I felt that 
our children — many of them 
orphans or have only one parent 
— did not receive sufficient per- 
sonal, specialised attention/* 
Husseini recounts. "Our children 
are different from others in that 
they are growing up under more 
difficult circumstances than other 
children. They need more perso- 
nalised attention. I believe that 
our staff are continually being 
trained and updated on the latest 
developments in specialised 
forms of education and better 
equipped to teach our children 


and give them a more substantial 
education than they would other- 
wise receive in public schools." 

Of the 1,200 children who 
attend Dar AI Tifle, only 300 
actually live there. The centre 
gives priority to orphans, then to 
those whose mothers are dead, 
then those who have no father. 
Some of the women who work in 
Dar Al Tifle are widows who 
come with their children. “We 
.house them, employ the mother 
and educate the children," says 
Husseini. "Most importantly, we 
teach them to be self-sufficient. 
They often move out to buy their 
own" small house in their home 
villages and are quite successful," 
adds Husseini. who. despite her 
age. is more energetic than most 
middle aged woman when dealing 
with children. 

Many of the centre’s non-resi- 
dent students come from broken 
homes and are just as much in 
need of some extra attention as 
others since many of them have 
parents who are physically or 
mentally ill. 

Handicapped and blind 

In the 1950s, there was no 
institution for the blind and the 
physically handicapped in what 
came to be known as the West 
Bank. “We took in anybody and. 
everybody who could not take 
care’ of themselves." Husseini 
says. "People came from the 
camps, villages, towns and cities. 
We set up special classes in braille 
and hired teachers to help the 
physically handicapped. Gradual- 


ly, specialised institutions opened 
and our students went there." 

Even today, Dar Al Tifle 
accepts blind and physically 
handicapped children who cannot 
be placed in other specialised 
institutions. 

Husseini is highly enthusiastic 
when explaining the centre's 
motivations. 

“Our motto at Dar Al Tifle is 
normalcy. We attempt to create 
the most normal environment 
that we can for our children. We 
discourage children becoming 
boarders unless it is absolutely 


necessary. We are also against 
creating separate classes for the 
physically handicapped, the 
blind, or the slow learners. 
Although these children have 
specific needs, we believe they 
can become stronger and gain 
self-confidence only in a natural 
environment, where although 
they are different they can learn 
to cope and accept each others' 
differences. The strong should 
help and teach the weaker and 
the weaker will learn to appreci- 
ate their more gifted classmates 
and accept them as comrades not 
as superiors." 

The centre has not been spared 
from the one-year-old Palestinian 
uprising in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

A Western journalist who re-- 
cently visited the West Bank, told 
the Jordan Times: "The school 
has dealt with the social realities 
of the intifada quite well. They 
have had tear-gas bombs thrown 
in their courtyard and the army 
busting into the classrooms on 
several occasions. 

“The teachers and officials are 
trying to keep activities at a low 
key basically because ti ey are 
one of the few educational in- 
stitutions still open and they don’t 
want to give the Israeli author- 
ities any excuse to close them' 
down." 

According to informed 
sources, Dar Al Tifle is busy 
supporting many non-resident' 
students and families. The 
sources say that 200 families 
whose wage earners were killed 
or are imprisoned in the uprising/ 
survive solely from what they, 
receive from the House of the 
Arab Child. 

Hind Husseini points out that 
Dar Al Tifle is funded "solely by. 
the generous contributions of pri- 
vate individuals and institutions, 
whose names are registered for 
public record on placards in the 
main hall of our school, unless 
otherwise requested." 

“We can definitely use more 
contributions," she said. "We 
maintain our account at the Arab 
Bank in Amman and our account 
number is 5009-1/700.” 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Takm away available 

Open dailv 12:00 - 15-30 
18:00-25:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bndge 

Arman, 'Jordan 

s. Tel: 661922 y 


For; 


illicw mlmjjl iiLn r- iq-iiib 
Amman International Hotel 
Discover the unexpected plea- 
sures of the Amman Interna- 
tional Hotel, intriguing fea- 
tures like piano bar with live 
music. A VIP restaurant serv- 
ing international cuisine, excit- 
ing and modern, swimming 
pool, all just ten minutes away 
from the city center. 

For reservation please 
phone 841712/13/14 j 


/ CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Stree!. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Esrare. near Kilo 
Supermarkel 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come ana taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

< o:30 - Midnight y 


= EVERY = 
DAY 

^PEOPLE WHO MEEP 
RgCl CLEANING 

Eplyp. services- 


CHINESE 

5^5- RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Take-away service 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
»fc 6:30 p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 







CALL usr 


P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 

Tel. 604671 fe 


CROWN 
INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 

Tel: 664090-660852 

Tlx: 22205 BESMCO JO 
P.O. Box 926487 
. AMMAN JORDAN A 


Ul 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheon* 

Take away service 
available ; 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11 .30 pm 
After the Holiday Inn hotel 
Tbwards 3rd circle 


Fur all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
R«er>alion needs. 

please call: 

AMIS KA WAR & SONS 

Abdul Hamid Shuryf Sired 
Shmcisuni 
P.O. Box 7X06 
Amman. Jordan 
T cl. NM076. 604696 


Tel: 625 1 551 f Cinema 


Tel: 675571 1 [Cinema 











Midland Bank donates’ all 
Sudanese debt to UNICEF 


LONDON (R) — An agreement under which Bri- 
tain’s fourth biggest commercial bank is donating all 
of its Sudanese debt to a U.N. relief agency could 
freraSd a wave of swaps to reduce Third World debt, 
analysts and aid officials say. 


The world’s poorest nations are 
overwhelmed by foreign obliga- 
tions and have little hope of 
obtaining new loans for desper- 
ately needed investment for de- 
velopment projects. 

Under the agreement by Mid- 
land Bank Pic. the Sudanese gov- 
ernment will exchange the debt, 
with a face value of $800,000, for 
local currency which will provide 
such investment. 

The- money will finance a Un- 
ited Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) development prog- 
ramme in Sudan's drought-strick- 
en central Kordofan area. 

Through its contribution to one 
of the world's poorest countries, 
Midland made a public gesture of 
goodwill while at the same time 
divesting itself of nearly worthless 


paper for which it had already set 
aside provisions from its profits. 

“This is significant because 
Midland is the first bank in Bri- 
tain. and one of the first in the 
world, to be willing to donate 
debt,” said David Kline, presi- 
dent of the U.S.-based Fund for 
Private Assistance in Internation- 
al Development. 

Banks have previously used 
debt swaps to exchange loans for 
equity in developing countries' 
enterprises, but Midland's in- 
novative donation could inspire a 
host of new conversions. These 
would finance development 
schemes in nations without an 
equity market and too poor to 
repay their debt, analysts said. 

“Sudanese debt is almost im- 
possible to collect.” said Kline, 


whose organisation acts as in- 
termediary in non-profit aid 
plans. 

Sudan, which has $12 billion of 
foreign debt, owes arrears of $1 
billion to the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), more 
than any other nation. 

In 1986 the Washington-based 
IMF declared it ineligible for new 
credits. 

“What e’se can you do with' 
Sudanese debt?” asked Salomon 
Brothers analyst William Vin- 
cent, commen ting on the transac- 
tion. 

Sudan's paper is hardly ever 
traded in the secondary market 
for Third World debt, and dealers 
assessed its value at five cents on 
the dollar. 

Midland's , loan will be re- 
deemed by the Sudanese govern- 
ment at a discount, which both 
the bank and UNICEF declined 
to disclose. UNICEF will use the 
proceeds to provide boreholes, 
handpumps and latrines to some 
5,000 villagers in Kordofan. 

UNICEF, which approached 


Midland with the idea, is keen to 
close more such deals, said UN- 
ICEF director in Britain Robert 
Smith. 

He said he could not comment 
on the discount because that 
could prejudice negotiations with 
other debtor countries. 

A UNICEF spokeswoman said 
talks were under way with several 
other countries. 

Although Midland's is the first 
donation of debt to 'finance a 
development project, last year 
saw a spate of environment re- 
lated gifts. The groundwork was 
laid in July, 1987. by a plan to 
ensure the protection of a stretch 
of Bolivian rain forest. 

Under the agreement, Citicorp 
bought $650,000 of Bolivian debt 
at an 85 per cent discount with 
funds provided by a private do- 
nor.. The paper was then re- 
turned through an intermediary 
to the Bolivian government, 
which undertook in return to 
preserve 3.7 million acres (1.5 
million hectares) of forest as a 
nature reserve. 


Santa only visits the rich 


Cl 


'Snnstmas in Lebanon is forgotten season 


P EI RUT ( R ) — Santa Claus only 
visits the rich in Lebanon. 

For the affluent, the trappings 
of Christmas are readily available 
— expensive jewellery, haute cou- 
ture fashion, caviar. French 
champagne... 

For the majority. Christmas is 
a forgotten season. There is not - 
even window shopping on offer 
and parents have run out of ex- 
cuses to explain the non-arrival of 
5ar.tr. Claus. 

Instead of the glitter of tinsel* 
ar.d festive gifts, more than 13 
y-rars of ruinous civil war have 
left iA-ckened shop windows on 
Vor-.bcd-o’Jt streets. 

“it is a white Christmas only on 
Lebanon’s snow-covered moun- 
tains. Otherwise it is a sombre 
and dark season this year.” said 
Robin Mannock, a veteran Brit- 
ish correspondent based in east 
Beirut. 

Lebanon is a land with two 
rival governments, no president, 
n divided army and feuding mili- 


tias vying for power. 

“Instead of exchanging gifts, 
we are trading bombs, killing and 
driving each other from our 
homes. How can we cheer up for 
the feast when our country is 
slipping away from us?” said 
Kama! Rubeiz. the mayor of Ras 
Beirut. 

“The season is normally associ- 
ated with gifts, family reunions, 
peace of mind, warmth, security 
and joy, but all these are missing 
now,” said Elias Baroudi, an 
economist. 

The civil war has killed 130.000 
people, maimed thousands and 
displaced a million others. At 
least half a million have emi- 
grated, while other families are 
separated by checkpoints and 
barricades. 

Rubeiz recalled the pre-war 
days when Christmas turned 
fashionable Hamra Street and 
central Beirut into a glittering 
festival arena animated by fore- 
ign art groups and the latest 
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THE SIX CONTINENTS 
BUFFET 

ESPECIALY FOR X-MAS LUNCH 


MS 


TAKES YOU AWAY TO A DIFFERENT WORLD 
ENJOY THE SELECTED GOURMETS FROM ALL THE WORLO 
INCLUDING A GLUK WELCOME DRINK 
WHILE LAYALI AL-SHAM BAND ENTERTAIN WITH THE LEBANESE j 





SINGER KINAZ AND THE BELLY DANCER NADA 
Y TOP SINGER SAMEER SAMRAH 


CHILDREN MUST NOT KEEP SANTA-CLAUS 
WAITING WITH HIS PRESENTS. fi 

* •rbiSLSlP • Jr. 


ADULTS 9.000 JD. CHILDREN 5.000 JD. 



i 


FOR RESERVATION: 

CONTACT SALES DEPARTMENT AUA GATEWAY HOTEL 08 51 000 
ROYAL TOURS INTERCONTINENTAL 644257 642089 


Eateuiau Hotel 
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ELECTRO-MECHANICAL ENGINEERS' 


We have vacancies for the above personnel outside Jordan. Applicants 
should be Jordanian nationals {exempt from the military services). USA 
university graduates and hold the relevant qualifications. We require 5 
years work experience and applicants should not be over 35 years of 
age. Good salary and all expatnate benefits to include housing, health 
insurance cover, etc. 


?tease send C.V. to> 

The General Manager, 

P.O. Box 926871 , 

Amman, Jordan 
jj^ AJJ applications will be dealt with in the strictest confidence. 


— JOB OPPORTUNITY _ 

FOR AN EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

A Jordanian company has a vacancy for a full 
time executive secretary. Good command of 
English is a must. Command of French is 
preferable.. Minimum salary is JD 250 and 
according to qualifications; plus fringe benefits. 

interested candidates to send their C.V. 


ilV- 


208, 

Jordan. 


•P.O. 

J-iETEHiian, 

applications will be treated top con- 

stisntBally. 


to 
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Hollywood films. 

“The merry mood of Christmas 
could be seen in the sparkling 
eyes of people shopping, sitring in 
street cafes, restaurants, and lin- 
ing up at movie theatres.” said 
Samir Rubeiz.. an architect living 
in west Beirut. 

The once-glittering streets are 
now reduced to the ghost of 
Christmas-past. The Hamra strip 
is deserted — the roar of 
emergency power generators re- 
placing the voices of the ca rollers 
of old. 

But for some, especially in east 
Beirut, there is another side of 
Christmas. 

Well-off Lebanese who have 
developed a taste for expensive 
imported goods an still satisfy 
their needs for French wines, 
caviar, smoked salmon, oysters, 
mussels, turkeys, champagne, 
sweets and cakes at luxurious 
supermarkets. 

The renowned Lebanese Tab- 
bah jewellers have designed spe- 
cial gift articles for Christmas, 
manufactured at their factory in 
Monte Carlo, with prices of up to 
$12,300. 

For fashionable and rich 
Lebanese women, the latest 
French and Italian designs are 
available at the high-priced shops 
in Kaslik shopping centre in east 
Beirut. 

Only few miles south of Kaslik. 
Christmas is a forgotten season 
for Lebanese refugees displaced 
when civil war broke out in 1975. 


“I spend Christmas alone with 
no husband, no children and no 
relatives. I just sit there and 
remember. Memories are nicer 
than these agonising days.” said 
widow Salma Nassar. 

She has been living in a two- 
room shabby concrete house 
since 1975 when she and hun- 
dreds of others were forced from' 
the southern town of Damour by 
militiamen. 


“Now the only thing we share 
is poverty," said mother-of-five 
Mantoura Abu Mir’i, amid a few 
tattered Christmas decorations 
on the walls of a leaking house. 

Seven-year-old Ritra Abu 
Mousa was told that Santa Claus 
forgot to bring her a present last 
year because she did not give him 
her name. 


syt 

and wrote down my name so he 
won’t forget me." she said. But 
she spoke more with hope than 
with expectation. 


To lessen political dangers 


Experts urge serious measures 
to produce total ly-Arab bread 


i 


ABU DHABI (OPECNA) — 
Arab food expens, warning that 
one-third of the Arab World’s 
population could starve by the 
year 2000. have called for large- 
scale ventures to lessen “political- 
ly dangerous” reliance on foreign 
food imports. 

Ending a three -day conference 
on food security here, experts 
from the 21-member Arab 
League also urged their govern- ■ 
ments to provide full encourage- 
ment to agriculture and food in- 
dustries. 

They also called for the crea- 
tion of a “strategic grain reserve" 
to deal with natural and economic 
emergencies. 


The expens, acknowledging 
that these were only short-term 
solutions to the growing threat of 
increased reliance on foreign im- 
ports, said governments, de- 
velopment funds and private in- 
vestors should join hands in mak- 
ing better use of the immense 
potential of the Arab World. 

“Arab states should take se- 
rious measures to produce a loaf 
of bread that is totally Arab, 
because this represented the safe- 
ty valve for food security,” one of 
the recommendations said. 

UAE Economy and Commerce 
Minister Saif A! Jarwan told the 
conference that seven out of ten 
loafs of bread were imported 


from abroad and warned of the 
political implications of such 
heavy reliance on foreign im- 
ports. 

With a population of nearly 200 
million, the Arab Nation is consi- 
dered the world’s largest food 
importer and experts estimate the 
1987 food import bill at $25 bil- 
lion. 


But the experts warn that this 
could increase several times due 
to population growth, inflation 
and industrialisation, and have 
urged short, medium and long- 
term measures to institute a 
broad-based and efficient food 
industry. 


According to a paper presented 
by the Sharjah Chamber of Com-/ 
merce and Industry, cosponsors : 
of the conference, the Arab/ 
population will reach some -250 
million by the year 2000. ^ . 

Unless a reversal of this trend . 
emerges, “one-third of- the Arab 
population would starve by 
then,” the paper warned. 

The conference recommended 
the establishment of a joint Arab, 
bank with branches in the 21. 
Arab League states to finance 
import-export activities throtigb- 
out the Arab World and to! pro-: 
vide funds and loans to farmers 
and investors in the foorf in- 
dustry. 


Gulf Arab states delay customs union 


BAHRAIN ( R) — Six Gulf Arab 
states have decided to delay the 
introduction of an agreement on 
customs duties on imports by 
another year, a Gulf minister said 
Thursday. 

Bahraini Foreign Minister 
Mohammdd Ibn Mubarak A1 
Khalifa told reporters at the 
end of a Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil (GCC) summit that the cus- 
toms pact was an obstacle to the 
establishment of a common mar- 
ket between GCC states. 

“We have decided to give it 
another period of one year to 
implement this clause,” he said. 

The unified custom tariffs 
accord was originally due to take 
effect berween the GCC states of 
Bahrain.. Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates in 1987. But a 
GCC summit in Abu Dhabi ex- 
tended that deadline until early 
19S9. 

Sheikh Mohammad said he 
hoped the pact — part of a J9SI 
plan to integrate GCC economies 
— would be implemented in De- 
cember 1989. 

GCC states import most of 
their goods from Europe, the Far 
East and the United States. 

A communique issued Thurs- 
day at the end of the annual 
summit said the alliance had 
approved schemes to protect loc- 
al products from foreign competi- ■ 


tion and encourage its industries. 

Other measures to promote 
Gulf economic integration in- 
cluded a plan to give GCC 
citizens equal taxes and the right 
to own shares in all member 
states. A plan to provide refined 
oil products to each country in 
emergencies was also approved. 

“The council looks with confi- 
dence to the next stage... to 
gradually implement more items 
of the agreement to positively 
support the joint Gulf market and 
push forward the wheel of econo- 
mic development in member 
states,” the statement said. 


Cheysson says trade deal with 
GCC to be priority next year 


Meanwhile, a trade deal be- 
tween the European Community 
(EC) and the GCC will be a 
priority for the next European 
Commission, outgoing Commis- 
sioner Guude Cheysson said 
Thursday. 

But the deal would have to 
include safeguards to protect the 
GCC’s nascent industries as well 
as the EC’s petrochemical indus- 
tries, Cheysson. who is commis- 
sioner in charge of relations with 
Mediterranean states and Latin 
America, told Reuters in Brus- 
sels. 

"The commission felt the 
agreement was so important that 


AL 

WALIFIYAH 

RESTAURANT 


Join us for the Christ- 
mas dinner at the 
French Restaurant. 


Telephone 819564 


GEC, GGE to form joint venture 


LONDON (AP) — General 
Electric Co. PLC. (GEC) of Bri- 
tain and France's Compagnie 
Generate d'Electricite (CGE) 
announced Thursday they have 
agreed to merge their worldwide 
operations into a joint venture. 

GEC’s PoweT Systems Group 
an CGE's subsidiary Alsthom will 
combine to become Europe’s 


largest power engineering busi- 
ness, said an announcement to 
the London Stock -Exchange. 


dustrial 

fields. 


automation and related 


It said the joint company’s acti- 
vities will encompass the develop- 
ment. production and marketing 
of equipment in power genera- 
tion, electricity distribution and 
transmission, rail transport, in- 


The new venture is expected to 
have sales of more than £4 billion 
($7billion), more than half of 
them outside Britain and France, 
and net assets of about £8 billion 
($14.5 billion) and more than 
85.000 employees. 


Top Polish economist warns of unrest 


WARSAW (R) — Communist 
Party economic chief Wladyslaw 
Baka says Polish authorities face 
a danger of unrest because of 
their economic failures and might 
have to impose a wages and 
prices freeze. 

Baka. a member of the ruling 
Politburo, said in a speech to the 
party’s policy-making central 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 


Consisting of one bedroom, salon, dining room, with 
central heating, telephone, all electrical appliances, solar- 
heater. intercom. 

Location: At Jabal Al Hussein, FI ras Circle' area. 


Please cal! Tel: (640534) Amman. 


committee that the party had not 
improved the lot of worker and 
that the social atmosphere was 
getting worse. 

“In the fields which mainly 
affect the fulfilment of workers’ 
needs and the social atmosphere, 
there is not only no improvement 
but the dangers are increasing ail 
the time.” he told the 230-mem- 
ber central committee. 

“Firstly, 1 mean market shor- 
tages, secondly inflation and 
thirdly housing shortages.” he 
said. 

His comments made clear eco- 
nomic reforms had nor been a 
quick success. The government 
says annual inflation is 50 per 
cent but some official bodies say 
it will reach 100 per cent by next 
month. 

Baka said the state budget de- 


ficit in 1989 would be a record 
one trillion zlories ($2 billion), 
and that supplies of goods were 
too low, banknotes were being 
issued too fast and the value of 
the Polish currency was absurdly 
low. 


He demanded cuts in govern- 
ment spending and an increase in 
market supplies. He announced a 
four per cent cut in defence 
spending in 1989 and called for a 
reversal of a Politburo decision 
last autumn not to adopt a price 
and and wage freeze. 


“We abandoned our plans to 
partially freeze prices and wages. 
But time has shown that there 
were no better methods and the 


situation is getting worse every 
month," Baka said. 


FOR RENT 


Luxury furnished apt. Area 350m* consisting of three 
bedrooms, two salons. 3 balconies, separate tel. and 
central heating. 

Location: in front of the American School gate Between 
Seventh and Eighth circles. 

Contact tel. 842428, 813249 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 


Located on Zerqa-Amman Highway, near entrance 
to the city of Zerqa. 

Consists of 3 bedrooms and amenities, with swim- 
ming pool, garage, garden and telephone. 

Please contact tel. 09/987974 (Zerqa). 


NOTICE 

FOR ALL WHO APPLIED FOR THE 
VACANT POST 

OF ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATIVE 
AND FINANCE OFFICER AT 

THE INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANISATION 
P.O. BOX 811721 AMMAN 

This is to inform all those who applied for the above post and 


who have not heard from us. that the post has been filled. We 
would like to thank you for your interest in our organisation. 


EMBASSY OF INDIA 

AMMAN 

NOTICE 


Jordanian students desirous of pursuing studies in India on 
sen-financing basis in under-graduate courses in engineering 
medicine and pharmacy and also diploma courses in engineer- 
ing during the academic year 1 989-90 are advised to contact the 
n ®™ bass v located at First Circle, near Maihas Hospital. 


Uabai Amman, from Dec. 26, 1988toJan. S;i^ 5^S- 
to 1 1 .30 a.m. with attested statement of marks. Students with 

3nnranola mart., onof ■ ... , _ ... 


aaoreoate marks of 80% and above in thler Tawjihi examination 
wilt be considered for admission. 


For admission to MBBS/BDS course a candidate must have 
taken biology, physics, chemistry and for engineering course 
physics, chemistry and mathematics and a pass in English in 
Tawjihi examination. y 



it was not fair to negotiate it 
during our last few days.” Cheys- 
son said. “It will be a priority for 
the new commission.” 

The new commission — a 17- 
strong executive in charge of day- 
to-day running of the Community 
— cakes over on Jan. 1. 


“The agreement should betfeF 
ciprocat. but it's important ft 
doesn't cause serious trouble ‘Id 
vulnerable industries.” Cheysson 
said. _ 

Last year the Community had a 
trade surplus of 2.6 billion ECUs 
.(S3. 1 billion) with the GCC.r 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday Dec. 22, 1988 
Central Bank official rates 



Buy 

Sell 

French franc 

78.3 

78.7 




Japanese yen (for 100) 

380.4 

382.3 

U.S. dollar 

-i7-l.fi 

476.0 

Dutch guilder 

237.0 

238.2 

Pound Sterling 

£55-1 

859.8 

Swedish crown 

77.4 

77.8. 

Dculschcmark 

2tOJ 

2(W.O 

Italian lira (for I00> 

36.4 

36.6 

Swiss franc 

316.8 

J18.4 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

127.9 

128.5 


Amman Financial Market 
weekly trading 


Following is a summary of trading during last week and the 
previous* week: 



Dec. 17-21 

Dec. 10-14 

Daily average 

JD 682,102 

JD 519,118 

Total volume 

JD 3.410,514 

JD 2,595 ,5S8 ' 

Total shares 

2,587,763 

1,966,885 

No. of contracts 

2.780 

. 2,110 ‘ 


Sectoral, trading: f- 

' :i i 

Industrial 

JD 1,684313 

JD 3,338.004 


(49.4%) 

(51.6%) 

Financial 

JD 1.458,294 

JD 1.074,417 


(42.8%) 

(41.4%) 

Service 

(5.8%) 

. (5.0%) 1 

Insurance 

(2.0%) 

(2.0%) j 

Share price index . 

125.9 

125.0 

No. of companies 

73 

73 

Price movement (rise) 51 

21 

(decline) 

14 

42 

(stable) 

8 

10 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (Rj — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7980/8010 

1.1950/80 

1.7765/80 

2.0035/55 

1.4970/90 

37.08/20 

6.0500/700 

1305/1307 

124.55/75 

6.1270/370 

6.5550/650 

6.8600/700 

417.50/418.00 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
DeuLschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — Stocks closed steady after late selling nullified earlier 
rises as the market dosed early for Christmas. The All Ordinaries 
Index eased 0.2 to 1,484.1. 
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TOKYO — Shares were easier on profit-taking after three days of 
gains. The Nikkei Index fell 88.35 to 29,686.26. 3 


HONG KONG — Stocks closed higher after a few plavers boosted ’ 

°“ ° hiSh n ° te ' ThC Han S ScQg Inde3r 


SINGAPORE — Local 


investors pushed up 
. oreign investors were most 
Times industrial Index rose 8.68 to 1.024.82. 


i . , , . -r both prices and 

volume, though foreign investors were mosdy absent. The Straits - 


BOMBAY — Prices recovered after renewed buyine by state 
mslitutions . ■ 


spurred speculative support, but dealers said the 
uptrend was restrained by the coming Christmas holiday. The 
market will be closed until Jan. 2. J me 

FRANKFURT — Strong foreign interest in Volkswagen enlivened 
otherwise quiet pre-Christmas trading, pushing sh »«■« 
index rose 4.31 to 1,328.46. 


sarafans- 
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LONDON - Shares dosed firm in sluggish pre-holiday trading,: 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Italian driver joins Tyrrell 


LONDON ( AP) Italian driver Michele Alboreto has joined the 

British-based Tyrrell racing organisation for the 1989 Formula 
One Grand Prix season, it was announced Thursday. Alboreto 
was with Ferrari last season but the Italian team has now signed 
Briton Nigel Mansell. Alboreto, whose Tyrrell partner will be 
Britain’s Jonathan Palmer, will be joining the team for the second 
lime, He first raced for Tyrrell in 1981 and won his first Grand 
Prix, - the America West at Las Vegas, in one of its cars the 
following year. His 1983 victory for Tyrrell in the America East 
Grand Prix- in Detroit was the last by a non-turbo car. 


Poland bans soccer defector 


WARSAW (R) — The Polish Soccer Federation has banned 
Andrzej Rudy, one of the country's lop players, /or five years 
because he defected to the West, the official PAP news agency 
said Friday. Rudy, 23, an international midfielder, failed to return 
home from Italy after travelling to Milan with the Polish squad for 
a match against an Italian league selection November II. Under 
international regulations, Rudy will be automatically suspended 
for one year if he signs for any club without the permission of the 
polish federation. But the federation's five-year ban is unlikely to 
apply outside Poland. Rudy moved in eariv August from Slask 
Wroclaw to GKS Katowice for SI 10,000.’ the highest known 
transfer fee between Polish dubs. 


Christie to help Olympics drugs probe (athletics) 
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LONDON (R) — British sprinter Linford Christie, involved in a 
doping controversy at the Seoul Olympics, is to be asked to help a 
British Olympic Association (BOA) investigation into drug- 
taking incidents at the games. Apart from double silver medallist 
Christie, who was cleared after inadvertently taking u banned 
drug. Judoka Kcrrith Brown and modem pemathletes Dominic 
Mahony and Richard Phelps are to be approached to aid the 
probe. Brown won a broiue medal but was later disqualified for 
using a banned diuretic, while Mahony and Phelps, members of 
Britain's bronze medal-winning team, were cleared after testing 
positive. BOA spokeswoman Caroline Searle said Thursday: “We 
think it is vitally important that, after their experiences, these four 
should be asked to help the inquiry." She was hopeful that they 
would all accept their invitations to attend in mid-January. 


Anderson may miss rest of season 


LONDON (R) — Manchester United defender Viv Anderson 
may miss the rest of the English soccer season after undergoing 
back surgery just two days after being fined and banned for one 
match for his part in an off-the-pitch fight. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
O 1068 Trtouna Media Sihvicm. Inc. 
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COUNT 

North-South vulnerable. North 
deals. 

Dec IQ-ij 

NORTH 
* 2 

JD >1*) !!■ 

7 A K 95 


0 A K 10 8 7 2 

D lyrijv 

* KQ 

i.v.*: 

WEST EAST 

:.D 

*87 * QJ 10 6543 


7 J 10 8 6 4 3 7 Void 


‘~' r '-6~S 0 Q 4 .;h«j,T 

* 10 9 5 *7642 

D jJSUfc 

SOUTH 

I?!.* 

* A K 9 

7 Q72 

D I.IC1- 1 

O J 9 3 

HI.V 

* A J 83 

nil 5 , 

The bidding: 

■ 1. 1 

North East South West 

Or- 

PV. 

1 * 3 * 6 NT Pass 

7 NT Pass Pass Pass 

l-' 

Opening lead: Eight of * 

If you blindly follow rubrics, you 


would have no trouble with this 


South's value bid of six no trump. 
North gave full weight to bis 19 


hand. Even if the hearts break even- 
ly, you will need three diamond 
tricks for your grand slam. On the 
principle of “Eight ever, nine nev- 
er," you would play for the drop. 
But we prefer firmer evidence for 
our choice of lines when we are 
playing for all the tricks. 

North-South were using a forcing 
club system, so the opening bid 
guaranteed 17 points or more. After 


points and six-card suit, and raised 
■ one for the road. - 

West dutifully led a spade.. De- 
clarer won and led the jack of dia- 
monds to the king in the hope that 
the queen would appear. We know 
some players who would come back 
to hapd and take the diamond fi- 
nesse because of the fact that East 
had announced considerable length 
in spades, but not this declarer. 

Me cashed the king-queen of 
clubs and then came to hand with a 
hean to the queen. East’s spade dis- 
card was revealing. Next, declarer 
cashed his ace-jack of clubs, and 
East followed all the way. 

When all followed to declarer’s 
remaining spade winner, the count 
of East's band was now almost com- 
plete. He could have no, more than 
seven spades, and be had shown up 
with no heans and four dubs. 
Therefore, he had to have at least 
two diamonds, and it had to be spe- 
dficaijy two if declarer was going to 
make bis slam. So declarer led a 
diamond to the king, dropped the 
queen and had more than enough 
tricks. 

There must be something to this 
“nine never” business after all. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“We’ve been singing for him all 
year! Where the heck is our 
Christmas TIP?!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and BoD Lee 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles. 

one letter to each square, to lortn 

(our ordinary words. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise aww^as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

^..“aXXXT«m 

(Answers tomorrow! 

I JumWoK IVORY PIORO SHANTY «*MjE 
irdays . -w., w*ii_drBssed woman was indeed a 

HIS CREDIT 


Stolen at 
night 


PARIS (R) — Swede Bruno Berglnnd 
could find himself curling up to sleep 
in the car if bis buss, pre-race 
favourite Ari Vulunen, sights victory 
In the Parii-Dakar rally. 

Vatothrn is anxious to avoid a repeti- 
tion of last year when he arrived nt 
Bamako, Mall, just five days from the 
end or the exhausting test with a 
comfortable one-hour lead only to 
have his Peugeot stolen during the 
night. 

It was a setback V atones took hard 
but one, he insists, which will not 
happen again — even if it means 
Berglund spending a night or two on 
guard duly. 

“This time the co-driver will sleep 
in the car/* the former world cham- 
pion joked, before adding with u 
smile: “I'm the boss and he’ll do what 
I say/' 

Last year, although the Peugeot was 
found within hours parked at a rub- 
bish dp in the dusty Malian capital, 
Vatanen was disqualified alter arriv- 
ing late for the next stage. 

“People need entertainment. Even 
if it means having your car stolen,’' he 
said. 



Thorstvedt poised for debut 


Andre Agassi, playing in the rain 


Donnay signs on Agassi 


BRUSSELS (AP) — Donnay In- 
ternational SA, the Belgian ten- 
nis rackei maker, Thursday 
signed U.S. tennis star Andre 


international tournaments. 

He is the brightest prospect to 
represent the Belgian company 
since Sweden's Bjorn Borg 


Agassi to a five-year, $6 million wielded its rackets in the 1970s. 
contract in a bid to revive its Donnay rode Borg's wave of 
llaeeine fortunes. success to become the world’s 


contract in a bid to revive its 
(lagging fortunes. 

Agassi, at IS already the top- 
ranked American in the world, 
will play with Donnay rackets in 


LONDON (R) — Norwegian 
goalkeeper Erik Thorstvedt 
could make his debut for En- 
glish First Division Tottenham 
Hortpur in a league match 
against Luion next Monday. 

The English Football Asso- 
ciation (FA) gave permission 
for Thorstvedt to play after his 
S540.UU0 transfer from 
Sweden’s IFK Gothenburg 
had been delayed several 
weeks by formalities of inter- 
national registration. 

The Fa received Thor- ' 
sLvedt's papers from Sweden 
and gave their approval 
Thursday. 

The 26-year-old goalkeeper, 
capped 51 times by Norway, 
will challenge Bobby Mimms 
for a place in a Tottenham side 
which has enjoyed an en- 
couraging revival since climb- 


ing from the bottom place it 
occupieJ in the First Division 
early in November. S3.6 mil- 
lion signing Paul Gascoigne 
has begun to live up to 'his 
expensive price tag in an im- 
proving tea* as Spurs have 
risen to the middle of the 
table. 


for 24 hours — when they 
[ravel across London to take 
on Chariion, who are two from 
the foot of the table. 

Arsenal are two points be- 
hind Norwich with a game in 
hand. 


Tottenham’s home clash 
with Luton is an attractive 
prospect in a full programme 
in which surprise pacesetters 
Norwich are in action in a 
televised game Tuesday, one 
day after the rest. 

Norwich, who retained top 
spot by beating defending 
champions Liverpool 1-0 at 
Anfield last weekend, enter-, 
tain last placed West Ham. 

Arsenal have a good chance 
of usurping Norwich — at least 


Millwall, a further four 
points adrift in third place, are 
also involved in a London Der- 
by at Wimbledon 
Fourth-placed Derby ore at 
home to Liverpool, who are 
one point and two places be- 
hind their hosts. 


Coventry and Southampton, 
the teams respectively im- 
mediately above and "below 
Liverpool in the table, con- 
front each other in an evenly- 
balanced duel at South- 
ampton. 


Ex-lndy star gets 
life on drug charges 


ILLINOIS (AP) — A judge sent- 
enced former auto-racing star 
Randy Lanier io life in prison 
without the possibility of purolc 
for helping run a multimillion- 
dollar marijuana-smuggling op- 
eration. 

Before the sentencing Wednes- 
day, Lanier, the 1986 Indianapo- 
lis 500 rookie of the year, tearful- 
ly told U.S. district judge James 
Foreman that the punishment 
would be “cruel and unusual." 

An attorney for Lanier said he 
would appeal the sentence. 

"It is unfair and unjust to 
impose a sentence of life without 
parole for a marijuana offence, 
regardless of the amount," said 
■ the attorney, Robert Ritchie. 


country," Foreman told Lanier, 
who stood before the court wip- 
ing away tears. "Look at what it’s 
done to you.” 

A federal jury convicted 
Lanier, 34, and two co-defen- 
dants on Oct. 4 of charges of 
engaging in a continuing criminal 
enterprise, which carries a man- 
datory sentence of life, and con- 
spiring to distribute more than 
453 kilogrammes of marijuana. 

A fourth defendant was found 
guilty of the distribution charges 
in the 15-week trial. 

Lanier also received the max- 
imum 40-year sentence on the 
distribution charge plus five years 
on a third charge of conspiring to 
defraud the Internal Revenue 


In sentencing Lanier, Foreman . Service. He also was ordered to 


said that of the 300 to 400 cocaine 
cases he had presided over, in- 
variably the defendants started ' 
out using marijuana. 

“You have caused a lot of 
heartache, and individually 
you’ve ruined a'lot of lives in this 


forfeit 560 million in drug pro- 
ceeds. 

Prosecutors contended the 
drug ring smuggled more than 
272,160 kilogrammes of Col- 
ombian Marijuana into the Un- 
ited States by barge. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY. DECEMBER 24. 1988 


™ly HOROSCOPE 


DAILY |IVI\VJVVrb 

As Charted By The Carroll Rlghter Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
may feel optimistic and energetic, 
wanting to do so, many things that 
it is hard for you to decide where to 
sturt. Good aspects favor a 
delightful holiday for many during 
the next few days. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Keep 
your sense of humor today. Emo- 
tional energy Is high. You are at- 
tempting to make up for lost time. 
The evening brings a surprise. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Wait under the mistletoe tonight if 
you dare. Keep the evening simple 
for best results. Reaching out a 
hand of friendship gains rewards. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
Strengthen yourself by resting in 
the afternoon. Celebrations this 
evening may be more than you ex- 
pect. Keep your secrets hidden. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
Jul. 21) Overindulgence is 
everywhere, and you are enjoying 
every minute of it. Your efforts in- 
spire those around you. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Hap- 
piness is with you through the day. 
Listen to a family member who has 
a great idea and con help you. 
Avoid negative extremes. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) 
Good news comes. Forget the past 


today, and follow the inclinations of 
your heart. Romance is a possibility 
later this evening. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) A 
charitable gift will bring you a per- 
sonal reward. Positive news puts 

you in a joyous mood. Avoid tak- 
ing on more than you can handle. 

SCORPIO (OcL 23 to Nov. 21) 
Activities today can be fun if you 
loosen up and allow matters to Lake 
their own course. Warm feelings are 
enjoyed by all those around you. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dee. 
21) The future is as bright as you 
make it. Slow down, and enjoy a 
family evening. Contact distant 
family members whom you miss. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 21io Jan. 20) 
Personal organization is important. 
Use your imagination, and do 
something outrageously funny to 
please your family and friends. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
You get more surprises than you 
bargained for. Prepare for an unex- 
pected visit. Be a gracious host, and 
make it a wonderful evening. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
Young family members will help 
you if you ask them. Remember 
that everything does not have to be 
perfect. You will appreciate others. 


THE Daily Crossword by Wilson MeBealh 


ACROSS 
1 Tommy's gun 
5 Knight's wife 
9 Subject 

14 Buddhist 
language 

15 Place of bllsa 

19 Machine part 
17 Certain craft 
IB Tabriz native 

20 Bring out 

21 Ship ornament 

23 Laurel 

24 Curves 

25 Musical Kem 
27 Old Fr. coins 
20 Discount of a 

type 

33 Woe la me! 

37 Pismire 

38 Paint 

39 Ocean 
disturbance 

41 Class 

42 Retard 

43 Evlan for ana 

44 "Citizen — ” 

45 Hold back 

49 Pulls 
48 Figaro's 

creator 

50 Equals 

55 Luplno and 
Tarbell 

58 Chemical 
suffix 

59 Comet 
discoverer 

80 Stingy 
82 Eur. sleeping 
cars: var. 

84 Finch 

85 'n' Andy" 

66 Mine paaaage 

67 Adjust 

68 Invitation 

Initials 

69 Black and 
White 
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Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


DOWN 

1 Carousal 

2 Follows ' 

3 Fbel name In 
rock 

4 Role live 

5 liability 


6 Commotion 

7 Most base 

8 Penetrate 

9 Angle or com 

10 Way to ride 

11 Coup d' — 

12 — Use 

13 Ireland 
18 Incline 

22 Front toot 
25 — Haver 
28 Biblical wall 
word 
28 Music 
pasaaga 

30 Bowlin genus 

31 Adolescent 

32 Otherwise 

33 Parched 

34 Calcium oxide 51 

35 Date: abfar. 

36 Fulton's craft 52 

40 Peculiar: pref. 53 

41 Blemish 

43 Currants 54 

47 Bridge 

49 Sadat 55 


nnnci Finnian nnnn 
□nun annua anno 
□□□□ ncinna nnnn 
nnnnna nnnan 
nms Hand ananno 
□onmmti ncinna 
aanaa nnna ana 

RnnBananHnaEionpi 

nan nnna nnnan 
nnnan nnnnnn 
bobbed □□□□ □□□ 
Biuona 0011000 
Bonn BB 00 B nana 
nano annua nnnn 

□BSD D013QB QOli 


Raines and 
Logan 
Suppress 
Naive 
networks 
Procedures: 
abbr. 
boy!” 


56 Expired 

57 Ind. city 

59 RN'a milieu: 
abbr. 

61 Explosive 
Initials 

63 Cuomo (or 
one: abbr. 


bit^est racket producer. But after 
the Five-time Wimbledon cham- 
pion retired in 1981. Donnay fell 
on hard times. 

It was declared bankrupt with 
debts of S3S million in August. 
But French businessman Bernard 
Tapie picked up the con.oany. 
renamed it Donnay International 
SA and started looking for a r.ew 
standard bearer. 

Agassi will use a specially de 
signed racket tor him. 

He is primed to be the new 
undisputed top draw in U.S. ten- 
nis as John McEnroe and Jimmy 
Connors are becoming veterans ! 
and the La Vegas native faces : 
little competition from contem- I 
poraries. 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 


Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani. Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations 


For more informa- 
tion please call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


MUSIC WORLD 

JebeJ Amman -5th Circle Behind Quern 
Alia College Tel. 821609 

SALE 30 / 

On All Musical Instruments 


Caesar's 

deduce 


02% 


Announces its new 
opening and invites 
you to spend the 
most enjoyable 
evening in Amman, 
as well as, Christmas 
and New Year’s ^ 
evenings, with the : \ 


fT ! ! ' 


Aleppo Singer' 


accompanied b Y Mjiij. 
FALCONS Band I W~\ 


li r | i ITK ll. 

||| | 


' i'll J 


For reservation and information, 
Please call 

Tels: 62442 i. 6 i 442 i Jabal Weibdeh/ 
AI.Haouz Circle 


i 
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Fast food at its best. 


’ Restaurants 


Come and enjoy our new extended menu 
introduced by the new management. 


Humburgers, Fish, Chicken 
Frankfurters, Milkshakes... 


QUICK ♦ ♦ 4 
CLEAN 444 

SERVICE WITH A SMILE ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Call us for children’s parties 

Shmeisani, tel. 681826 

Jabal Amm an., 7th Circle, tel. 825940 


Peanuts 


I HEAR HOUR /THE SCHOOL 1 
CHRISTMAS FLAY BOARD PIP 
UUf CANCELED V US IN.. J 


1 TH0U6HT I U)R0TE 

a good play, too.. 


I r\ 

n c 


f m BEST SCENE LUA5 
U)HERE JOSEPH DRIVES Hit 
FAMILY TO E6WT IN A 
V‘56 THUNPERBlKP.. > 


o •> 





Muttn’Jeff 


doNYcallme 
A SNOB, 
you bis 

BLOB/ 
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World News 


Gandhi ends China 
visit on hiah note 


PEKING (AP) — Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi of 
India Friday ended a visit to -China with the two 
nations expressing a common desire to improve ties 
after nearly three decades of relations strained by 
territorial dispute. 


Gandhi. accompanied by his 
wife. Sonia, departed for home 
from Shanghai after his five-day 
visit, the first by an Indian, head 
of government since his grand-; 
father. Jawahurlut Nehru, visited 
in 1954. 

Both sid^s said the visit 
ushered in a new' era of good will 
between the world's most popu- 
lous nations. Gandhi said his trip 
marked a "new beginning" for 
the two countries. 

The countries agreed to set up 
a joint working group to take up 
their most divisive issue, a territo- 
rial dispute that broke out into a 
short border war in 1962. 

"The leaders of the two coun- 
tries held earnest, in-depth dis- 
cussions on the Indian-China 
boundary question and agreed to 
settle this question through 
peaceful and friendly consulta- 
tions.” a joint communique said. 


"They also agreed to develop 
their relations actively in other 
fields and work hard to create a 
favourable climate and conditions 
for a fair and reasonable settle- 
ment of the boundary question.” 

It said Gandhi's talks with 
Chinese Premier Li Peng were 
held “in an atmosphere of 
friendship, candidness and 
mutual understanding." Gandhi 
also met wiih senior leader Deng 
Xiaoping. Communist Party 
head Zhao Ziyung and President 
Yang Shangkun. 

The border issue. Gandhi said, 
is “very complicated" and a quick 
solution is unlikely. 

Asian and Western diplomats 
said the Gandhi visit would let 
the two sides prevent the border 
dispute from impeding an im- 
provement in ties and focus on 
economic development. 

“Both China and India want to 


be able to shift scarce resources 
away from defence and into eco- 
nomic development.” said an 
Asian diplomat. "This helps them 
do it.” 

China claims 90.000 square 
kilometres of mountainous fron- 
tier in what New Delhi says is 
northeast India's Arunachal 
Pradesh province. India says Chi- 
na illegally occupied 36,000 
square kilometres on its western 
border. 

The communique said China 
“expressed concern over anti- 
China activities by some Tibetan 
elements in India.” and that the 
Indian side repeated its policy of 
recognising Tibet as a part of 
China and banning Tibetans from 
carrying out anti-Chinese politic- 
al activities on Indian soil. 

India has been the home of 
Tibet's religious leader, the Dalai 
Lama, and thousands of his fol- 
lowers who fled Tibet after an 
abortive anti-Chinese uprising in 
ly59. China blames supporters of 
the Dalai Lama for pro-inde- 
pendence activities that have led 
to violent clashes with police the 
past 14 months. 


Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and his wife Sonia visit the Great 
Wall of China. 


World’s richest lottery showers millions on Spaniards 


MADRID (Agencies) — The 
world's richest lottery made 
peseta millionaires of hundreds 
of winners throughout Spain 
Thursday, showering them 
with the equivalent of S734 
million in the traditional 
Christmas drawing. 

A crowd in a Madrid au- 
ditorium roared, and reporters 
scrambled towards the Stage as 
two boys from an orphanage 
sang out the number of the first 
prize popularly called “El Gor- 
do,” or “the fat one.” 

The drawing paid out 250 
million pesetas ($2.2 million) to 
each of the 72 series of the 
number 21,583. 

The first prize totalled 18 
billion pesetas ($159 million) 
and was spread widely among 
hundreds of people who bought 
tickets in Barcelona, Madrid, 
Lugo. Gyon and other towns 
throughout Spain. 


The second prize paid 120 
million pesetas ($1 million) to 
each of the 72 series of the 
number 32.694. 

The third prize paid 60 mil- 
lion pesetas ($526,315) to each 
of the 72 series of the number 
64,835. 

“These army guys can really 
smell out money.” General 
Juan Anton of the Maestrazgo 
infantry division in eastern 
Valencia told reporters, refer- 
ring to the purchasing depart- 
ment that bought the greater 
part of the third -prize tickets. 

Thursday's prizes were the 
richest since King Carlos III 
established Spain's first lottery 
in 1763. 

To cope with demand this 
year, the state-run lottery 
issued 72, series of tickets of 
each or the 66,000 lottery num- 
bers. 

The value of the tickets 


printed reached a record 118 
billion pesetas ($125 billion), 
with a 30 per cent cut of lottery 
proceeds going straight into 
slate coffers. 


sold a number of shares car- 
rying the .winning number. 


For three hours the country's 
attention was fixed on smartly- 
dressed pairs of children from a 
Madrid, orphanage who picked 
out numbered balls from vast 
drums and chanted the winning 
numbers with the hypnotic 
gravity of monks. 


Roars swept through the lot- 
tery hall when two boys finally 
sang the number of El Gordo 
— 21583. But like all tbe win- 
ning numbers, it figured on 72 
tickets each divided into 10 
parts and no single person won 
outright. 

Champagne and tears of joy 
flowed in a working dass dis- 
trict of Torrejon. west of Mad- 
rid, where a grocer’s shop had 


The small town of Alcala, 
south of Madrid, won the entire 
$75-miIlion second prize. $42 
million of it shared among 
members and supporters of a 
local sports dub. 

But mingled with celebra- 
tions were cautionary tales 
from last year's El Gordo win- 
ners in Alicante who found that 
money does not always buy 
' happiness. 

“My wife started going out 
at night, and I have not seen 
her since,” a man who declined 
to be named told the newspaper 
ABC. 

“My husband bought a 
sports car, found a girlfriend 
and left. My children and I are 
waiting to get our part of the 
winnings,” an anonymous 
woman said. 


Spain's population of 38 mil- 
lion spent an average or $25 a 
head on the lottery this year 
most buying a 10th or an even 
smaller part of a ticket ratber 
than paying the full $220. 

Spaniards are superstitious 
about the giant lottery, 170 
years old and as much a Christ- 
mas tradition as Santa Claus. 


Some swear hy a number 
they have chosen for years, 
some consult horoscopes or buy 
their tickets from a “lucky" 
kiosk, others note figures which 
have popped up consistently in 
the past. 

Bars, clubs and colleagues at 
work gel together to buy tickets 
and some employers give their 
staff a share in a ticket as a 
Christmas bonus. 

As usual, the clear winner 
again this year was the state, 
which amassed $236 million. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.N. session suspended until early 1989 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The General Assembly suspended its 
annual session Thursday until some time early in 1989. Seven 
items remain on the agenda of the present session. They are: 
Election of a member of the World Court, the question of 
Palestine, Israel's 19S1 attack on an Iraqi nuclear reactor, the 


question of Cyprus, the Iran-Iraq conflict, development and 


international economic cooperation, and a report of the U.N. 
Committee on Relations with the Host Country. Two other items 
were deferred until the regular 19S9 session opening next 
September: Global negotiations on international cooperation for 
development, and proposals for increased representation on the 
Security Council. 


Dwellings to be destroyed in Chernobyl 


MOSCOW ( AP) — A total of 43 dwellings will be demolished in 
the city of Chemobvl. which became a ghost town after the 
explosion and fire 2'/; years ago at the nearby nuclear power 
station, a news report said Thursday. The front-page report in the 
government newspaper lzvestia indicated that officials would not 
tear down the entire city as had been reported in October by the 
Communist Party paper Pravda. lzvestia said the Chernobyl 
power plant was going over to economic self-financing on Jan. i. 
indicating it was operating normally. In u separate report, the 
official TASS news agency said 95-96 per cent of the nuclear fuel 
remains entombed in the plant’s destroyed No. 4 reactor and that 
scientists were trying to decide how to dispose of it. 


Coup plotters to face trial in Maldives 


MALE |R) — Foreign mercenaries and their Maldivian backers 
who took part in a failed coup last month arc expected to stand 
trial in the Indian Ocean island republic in two weeks, a senior 
government official said. Attorney-general Ahmad Zaki told state 
television in the Maldives that investigations into the attempt to 
overthrow President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom were almost 
complete. 


U.S. judge trims anti-communist act 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — A U.S. judge ruled Thursday that 
portions of a 1952 law allowing deportation of aliens for 
advocating world communism are unconstitutional because they 
violate immigrants' rights of free speech. U.S. District Judge 
Stephen V. Wilson also threw out a congressional exception to a 
subsequent law. which gave free speech rights to all immigrants 
except members of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO). 


Gas leak in eastern India, 500 ill 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Sulphur dioxide gas that leaked from an acid 
plant in eastern Bihar stale made 500 villagers ill, including 20 
who were hospitalised Friday in serious condition, the United 
News of India reported. The leak in Jhurkullv village near 
Jamshedpur, about 1000 kilometres east of New Delhi, was so 
intense that crops near the plant were also damaged, the news 
agency said. Cattle were- also affected by the leak, which occurred 
Thursday. The cause of the leak was not immediately known. 
Sulphur dioxide, a heavy, colourless, suffocating gas, is used as 
bleach, disinfectant or as preservative. The victims, mostly 
women and children, complained of burning in their eyes and 
throat and had breathing difficulties, the agency said, quoting 
police. 


Bush to push bid 


to topple Noriega 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent-elect George Bush has 
pledged to pursue President 
Ronald Reagan's policy of seek- 
ing the removal of Manuel Anto- 
nio Noriega from power in 
Panama. 

“Our policy will be that 
Noriega must go. There should 
be no misunderstanding about 
our policy.” Bush told Eric 
Arturo Delvalle, the ousted pres- 
ident whom the United States 
continues to recognise as Pana- 
ma's legitimate leader. 

The vice president’s words 
were relayed to reporters by White 
House spokesman Marlin Fitzwa- 
ter after Bush met privately with 
Reagan. Delvalle and National 
Security Adviser Colin L. 
Powell. 

Fitzwater said Delvalle re- 
quested the meeting because of 
“rumours and unfounded stories 
in Panama of a change in LLS. 
policy." 

“He was looking for assurance 
of steadfastness." the spokesman 
said. 

Delvalle has lived in hiding in 
Panama since being deposed last 
February by forces loyal to 
Noriega, who was indicted on 
drug-smuggling charges by two 
federal grand juries in Florida 
earlier this year. 


Fitzwater said Delvalle did not 
suggest any changes in policy and 
there was no discussion of relax- 
ing the economic sanctions that 
the United States has applied 
against the Noriega-run govern- 
ment. 

Fitzwater said there was no 
discussion of the possibility of 
Delvalle resigning and no discus- 
sion of possible LLS. military 
action. As to the latter possibil- 
ity. he would say only, “we don’t 
discuss military’ options.” 

On Wednesday. State Depart- 
ment spokeswoman Phyllis Oak- 
ley appeared to rule out U.S. 
military force to depose Noriega, 
saying that "Panama's political 
crisis can be resolved only by 
Panamanians." 

Fitzwater said Reagan com- 
mended Delvalle's courage and 
patriotism and promised his con- 
tinued support. He said Delvalle 
thanked the president and vice 
president for their backing. 

The spokesman described the 
meeting, which lasted about 15 
minutes, as "a general discussion 
of where we go from here." 

Delvalle met Wednesday after- 
noon with Secretary of State 
George Shultz shortly after his 
arrival from Panama aboard a 
U.S. military jet. Neither spoke 
to reporters after the meeting. 


Manuel Antonio Noriega 


The Washington Post reported 
in Thursday's editions that, dur- 
ing a meeting in Panama City last 
week with William J. Crowe, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs pf 
Staff. Delvalle threatened to give 
up his struggle against Noriega 
unless the United States came up 
with a specific plan to remove 
him. 

The Pom said that according to 
notes of the secret meeting pro- 
vided by a source. Delvalle said 
he saw no reason to continue 
making persona’. *' sacrifices” 
without a specific plan of action 
to remove Noriega. 

The newspaper said the Dec. 
1 1 meeting also was attended by 
U.S. Ambassador to Panama 
Arthur Davis and the commander 
of the U.S. military's southern 
comma n. Fred F. Woe me r. 
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Provincial row lingers 
despite Bhutto moves 


ISLAMABAD (R) — A caretak- 
er chief minister has taken con- 
trol in Pakistan's Baluchistan pro- 
vince but opposition leaders -say 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto's 
first domestic political crisis 
sparked by the dissolution of the 
provincial assembly was not yet 
over. 

Officials said Justice Kudha 
Baksh Marri was sworn in Thurs- 
day .us acting chief minister by 
Baluchistan . Governor Moham- 
mad Musa. A five-member 
cabinet was due to take office 
Friday. 

Musa dissolved the provincial 
legislature Dec. 15, acting on the 
advice of then Chief Minister 
Zafaruitah Khan Jamali which 
the governor was constitu- 
tionally bound to follow. 

Baluchistan is the largest but 
least populated of Pakistan's four 
provinces. 

Political analysts said the dis- 
solution only two weeks after 
Bhutto became premier had 
saved'Jamali, who headed a coali- 
tion including her Pakistan Peo- 
ple's Party (PPP), from losing a 


vote of confidence. 

Bhutto, whose party won 
general elections Nov. 16. has 
denied opposition accusations she 
conspired to keep an ally in pow- 
er and challenged them to take 
the issue to court or face elections 
within 90 days. 

Opposition leaders are divided 
on how best to tackle the problem 
and some who have held talks 
with Bhutto this week said she 
shared their desire for a solution. 

■“We have not yet reached a 
consensus to wriggle out of the 
crisis but we are continually 
trying to find a respectable solu-' 
tion." said Fazlur Rehman. lead- 
er of the Jamiat Ulcma-i-Islam 
party. 

Other opposition leaders say 
either the dissolution must be 
undone by a constitutional 
amendment by parliament or the 
government should take the mat- 
ter to court. 

A spokesman for the main 
opposition Islamic Democratic 
Alliance (IDA) said: “There is no 
shift in our stand.” 


All 


passengers survive 
Philippine ferry blaze 


MANILA (Agencies) — All 128 
people on board a blazing Philip- 
pine inter-island ferry were res- 
cued Friday hours after the vessel 
caught fire when fireworks in the 
cargo hold exploded, a spokes- 
man for the owners said. 

Francisco Malilong. attorney 
for the Gothong Carlos Lines, 
told reporters no one died but an 
elderly woman suffered severe 
burns from the fire that gutted 
the 1,400-ton Dona Conchita, 

Earlier, another spokesman for 
the ship's, owner said the woman 
had died as- the others jumped 
into the water and clung to life 
rafts. 

Malilong said the ship was still 
burning as its crew failed to con- 
tain the fire. "We are expecting it 
(the vessel) to be a total loss," he 
added. 

Spokesman Bob Gothong ear- 
lier said the fire was apparently 
started by some fireworks stored 
illegally in the hold. Firecrackers 
are" prohibited inside ferries. 

The Dona Conchita left Manila 
late Wednesday with about 1.10G 
passengers bound for New 
Washington. Palompon and Cebu 
City, Gothong said. He said most 
disembarked at New Washington 
and a few went aboard at the 


Panuy Island port. 

It was the latest in a series of 
accidents involving passenger 
vessels in this archipelago nation 
of 7,100 islands. Previous acci- 
dents have raised calls in the 
Philippine congress and the press 
for a crackdown on safety viola- 
tions by intcr-isiand shipping 
companies. 

' The Dona Conchita was bound 
for Leyte Island when it caught 
fire three hours after it left New 
Washington at 1800 GMT Thurs- 
day. officials said. 

Olivo de Villa, 47. said he was 
sleeping in the Dona Conchita 
when the fire began. He said he 
.helped put lifejackets on a child 
and two relatives with whom he 
was travelling and then jumped 
into the Sibyuyan Sea. 

“1 saw thick smoke.” he said. 
“There were several explosions, 
so I jumped into the sea. IjJon’t 
know what caused the explosion. 
We were th£ very first to jump 
into the water.” He said he and 
other were fished out by three 
small pumpboats. 

Lacking the necessary firefight- 
ing equipment in the area, (he 
coast guard said they would likely 
have to let the fire bum itself out. 


New White House choices 
rile some, appease some 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent-elect George Bush, in a poli- 
tical declaration of independ- 
ence. has made dear that interest 
groups that backed his candidacy 
do not have a veto policy over his 
personnel and policy decisions. 

Snubbing anti-abortion groups 
that supported him in the Nov. 8 
election. Bush named black 
physician Louis Sullivan Thurs- 
day to he his secretary of health 
and human services. 

He also picked Chicago public 
transit offidal Samuel Skinner to 
be transportation secretary, 
selected retiring Congressman 
Manuel Lujan to be interior 
secretary, named Under-Sccret- 
ary of State Edward Derwinsky 
to head the new Department of 
Veterans Affairs and selected 
conservationist William Reilly to 
direct the Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency (EPA). 

Sullivan, president of More- 
house School of Medicine, has 
been under fire by anti-abortion 
groups since he was quoted by an 
Atlanta newspaper as backing 
women's right to an abortion. 

“The appointment would be a 


direct slap in the face to the 
millions of anti-abortion voters — 
many of them Democrats — who 
backed Bush in overwhelming 
numbers on November S." the 
Ad Hoc Committee in Defence of 
Life said earlier this week. 

On Thursday. Sullivan told re- 
porters that he opposed abortion 
except in cases of rape, incest or 
when the life of the mother was at 
stake. 

By naming Sullivan, the first 
black in his cabinet. Bush signal- 
led his desire to woo back voters that 
overwhelmingly backed Demo- 
crat Michael Dukakis. Bush, who 
got 10 per cent of the black vote, 
has held out the olive branch in a 
series of post-election meetings 
with civil rights leaders. 

The choice of Conservation 
Foundation President Reilly to 
administer EPA represented a 
gesture to environmentalists, who 
opinion polls show went heavily 
for Dukakis last month. 

National Audubon Society 
Vice-President Brock Evans cal- 
led Reilly a "solid middle-of-the- 
road guy" who is '■well re- 
spected" by environmentalists. 


Bonn gives aid to Greece, Turkey 


BONN (R) — West Germany will give 400 million marks ($228 
million) in defence aid to NATO allies Turkey and Greece over 
the next three years, the Foreign Ministry said Thursday. Turkey 
will get 260 million marks ($148 million) and Greece 140 million 
marks ($80 million) under separate agreements signed in Bonn, it 
said. Both countries have been receiving West German defence 
aid since 1964 under a NATO accord providing for the alliance's 
strongest countries to help weaker members meet their military 
obligations. 


SAS and ERA. fight a * dirty war 9 in N. Ireland 


By Paul Majendie 
Reuters 


BELFA5T — With a frontline 
force of about 250. Irish Re- 
publican Army (IRA) gunmen 
constantly harry 10.000 British 
soldiers in a guerrilla war that 
both sides concede is unwinn- 
able. 

Behind the lines in Northern 
Ireland. British commandos 
working undercover in the elite 
Special Air Service (SAS) in- 
stil a paranoid fear in their 
enemies with a combination of 
painstaking surveillance and 
devastating firepower. 

In the cloak and dagger 
world of this 20-y.ear-old “dirty 
war,” the two main undercover 
protagonists have developed a 
healthy respect for each other’s 
deadly skills. 

All this emerges in a new 
book by a trio of journalists on 
Britain's Sunday Times called 
"Ambush — The War between 
the SAS and the IRA.” 

Defence correspondent and 
co-author James Adams, re- 
viewing a conflict that has kil- 
led almost 3.00*) people and 


maimed 30.000 so far, said: 
“There will never he a military 
victory ... there are no military 
commanders who believe the 
war is winnable.” 


Estimating the total SAS 
force in Northern Ireland at no 
more than 60. he said in an 
interview: "They are very, 
very few in numbers and yet 
the IRA sees them every- 
where." 


As for the SAS itself: “they 
have a great deal of respect for 
the IRA as - terrorists." 

Northern Ireland hit world 
headlines in 1969 when Catho- 
lics. who form a minority 
there, staged civil rights mar- 
ches to call for better housing, 
jobs and education. 


• When the Protestant back- 
lash came; the JAA were poor- 
ly prepared, badly armed and 
dismissed by Catholics who 
viewed them as toy gun roman- 
tics and dubbed them the “I 
Ran Awavs.” 

Today the Irish Republican 
Army ranks as one of the best 
armed, trained and financed 
guerrilla forces in the world. 


Massive growth 

The authors estimate that 
the IRA has become an inter- 
national underground corpora- 
tion with annual profits of ab- 
out £7 million ($12.5 million) 
from protection rackets, illegal 
drinking clubs, robbery, smug- 
gling. unlicensed taXis and 
donations. 

“The IRA has, in purely 
financial terms, become the 
most successful business in Ire- 
land and would qualify, so the 
joke goes, for u queen's award 
for industry,” they note. 

Recruitment is never a prob- 
lem for its active service units 
whose members are paid a 
weekly allowance of £10 ($18). 
double that if they are married. 

The angry young men who 
joined the ranks in 1969 make 
up the hardcore of volunteers. 
New recruits arc carefully nur- 
tured through the ranks in a 
tight chain of command. Those 
freed from jail are speedily 
rehabilitated. 

The IRA arc acknowledged 
masters of propaganda, quick 
to publicise their cause and 
damn their British foes where- 


ver possible. 

SAS history 

By its very nature, the SAS 
shuns publicity, cloaking its 
operations in secrecy and retir- 
ing faceless buck into the sha- 
dows even after winning worl- 
dwide renown in 198(1 with the 
storming of the Iranian embas- 
sy in London to free hostages. 

It was set up in 1941 to strike 
deep behind German lines dur- 
ing World War II. After the 
war. it fulfilled a counter-in- 
surgency role in Malaya. 
Oman, Brunei, Borneo and 
Aden. 

At the SAS “killing house” 
at its British base in Hereford, 
special project teams are 
trained in hostage rescues. 
Their computerised database is 
packed with logistical informa- 
tion on key buildings that arc’ 
potential targets. 

Counter-terrorist expertise 
is swapped with Delta' Force in 
(he United States and GSG9 in 
West Germany. 

The bloodiest clash between 
the IRA and the SAS took 
place in the sleepy little North- 
ern Ireland village of Loughgali 


in May 19S7 when eight IRA 
gunmen shot dead trying to 


attack the local police station. 

In March 1988. SAS com- 
mandos shot dead three un- 
armed IRA guerrillas on an 
abortive bombing mission in 
the British rock colony of Gib- 
raltar. A jury at an inquest 
there decided it was lawful 
killing. 

The authors agree that SAS 
commandos have to walk a 
tightrope between heroism and 
villainy in a murky world of 
undercover clashes where split- 
second decisions are vital and 
mistakes can happen. 

Adams rejected shoot-ro-kiii 
allegations and said: “The SAS 
are drilled so carefully about 
operating within the rule of 
law.” 

The book, looking forward 
a sombre note, concludes: 
u e ^ alt * e lo come between 
the IRA and the SAS and 
security forces will be ferocious 
and unrelenting. 

“No one is in any doubt that 
there are greater atrocities and 
more bloody encounters on the 
horizon.” 



All-nude exhibition 
opens in Peking 


PEKING (AP) — - Thousands of 
people packed into China’s top 
art gallery Thursday for the open- 
ing of Peking's ffrst painting ex- 
hibition devored entirely to die. 
study of nudes. Poets, top gov- 
ernment officials, schoolchildren,, 
voung couples and workers 
gathered around the paintings by: 
some of China’s best artists. 
Some shook their heads in disbe- 
lief at the nudes’ before them. 
Others leered lasciviously. Still 
more eazed with obvious appre- r 
oration. “I feel this exhibition 
shows we have achieved a little 
more freedom. In the past, you 
would never see this,” said Wang 
Xing, a 22-year-old student 
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Myerson acquitted in 
divorce-fixing case 


NEW VORK (R) — Bess Myei:- 
son. u former Miss America, New 
York Citv official and friend of 
Mayor Ed Koch, was acquitted 
Thursday of charges she bribed a 
judge to fix her lover's divorce 
case. The jury also acquitted her 
boyfriend and co-defendant Carl 
Cap as so — a millionaire sewer - 
contractor currently serving a 
three- year term for tax evasion — 
and former New York State Sup- 
reme Court Justice Hostense 
Gabel. As the final not-guilty 
verdict of the six count indict-^, 
ment was read out. clearing 
Myerson of obstruction of justice, 1 - . 
the 64-year-old former city con- 
sumer affairs and cultural affairs 
commissioner hugged her attor- 
ney. The government sought to. 
prove in the trial that Myerson 
gave Judge Gabel's daughter, • 
Sukhreet, a $19.000-a-year job as 
her assistant in return for reduced 
support and alimony payments to 
Capasso’s former wife Nancy. 
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‘Acting helps 
presidential tasks’ 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi-. 
dent Reagan, a former film star, 
said • in a television interview - 
broadcast Thursday that he some- 
times wonders how anyone in .the 
White House could do the job 
without prior acting expert 
“There have been times in this 
office when I've wondered how 
ou could do the job if you hadn’t -.. . 
en an actor,” Reagan said, 
when asked if his Hollywood 
background had been helpful to 
his presidency. Trying to explain 
himself, the president said a 
prominent criminal lawyer once 
told him that if he were defending' 
an individual with only circum- ' 
stantial evidence against him, he . 
would prefer a jury of actors over 
anv other profession. “Due to’^' 
their very livelihood, they could - , 
see how something would look 
one way and be the other” he-, 
said in the interview. 
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Pet lion kills 
woman in Mexico 


MEXICO CITY (R) — A young 1 
lion kept as a pet on a Mexican" 
ranch killed a woman as she tried 
to feed the animal, the official 1 . 
Notimex news agency reported 
Thursday. Notimex said the lion 
killed Juana Arias, an employee 
on the Linda Vista ranch in the 
northwestern ' state of Tamauli-- 
pas. Wednesday night apparently - 
because it did not recognise her. ' 
The lion’s owner Enrique Gref- 
fics told authorities he heard.' 
Arias scream and found her badlv 
mutilated by the normally docile 
animal. Greffies said he killed the 
lion with his shotgun. 
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Birth control funds 
for building repairs 
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PEKING (AP) — Some locaf . 
officials strapped for cash be-/' 
cause of the nation's austerity: 
programme are using birth-con- 
trol funds to repair roads and.-;, 
build factories, an official news-/ 
paper said. More than three mil- 
lion yuan ($802,000) intended for .c 
family planning work in 175 vfl- > 
lages in the Nanning district of ' 
southern China's Guangxh- 
Zhuang autonomous region was- - ' 
misspent by local officials, the 
China Youth News said. TheT 
paper said the funds came from/v 
fines collected from families that'; 
had more children than permitted/, 
under Chinese law. Most couples/- 
are allowed to have only o ne... 
child, although exceptions are.- 
made for minority groups'. antf/- 
peasants whose first child is a girt 
The fines collected by a village ' 
are supposed to be divided bef/-. 
tween the village family piannii^p 
committee and the county com*/-* / 
mittee. But the China Youp£. 
News said that in Taoxu villa|ef>/ ' 
local officials used 220,000 yuao/ 
(nearly $59,000) in fines to se£^ 
industries, repair roads, 
bridge and send greetings toTc 
teachers on Teachers' 

Another village used some 
money allocated for renovai 
family planning centre 
fertiliser. 
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